











Che Smday School Gines 


Copyright, r9c9, by The Sunday School Times Co, 








Lesson for Jan. 24. The Lame 
Man Healed. Acts 3: 1-26 





Philadelphia, January 9, 1909 


Vol. Fifty-one, No. 2 


One dollar a year; in clubs, 
75 cents. See page 33 





Principal Contents This Week 


Notes on Open Letters : 





Have the Heathen Our | Peseananies re ee 26 
Is Plagiarism Necessarv ? ‘ ' . 26 
The Struggle with Personal Sin . . 26 


Miraculous Whe Then and Now. "By Principal P.” 
* a are 


Forsyth, M.A “ ‘ 27 
General Lesson Helps. ........... . 28-32 
For Children at Home . hs tao cn. 6 hae eo 
Primary and Junior Questions. ’ By Mrs. J. Woodbridge 


Barnes. . . 
‘The Young People’. s Prayer, Meeting. "iv Robert EK. ‘Speer, 33 
The Daily Altar. By the Rev. J. Jowett, M.A, . . . .33 
Making the Adult Bible Class an Micflocuve Power in the 

Church ° ° - 34 35 


32 


% 


Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They therefore that were 
scattered abroad went about preaching the word.—Acts 8: 4. 


I. oe 3.--The Ascension of Our Lord ..... Acts 1: 1-14 
2. January 10.—The Descent of the Holy Spirit. . . . Acts 2: 1-21 
3. January 17.—The Beginnings of the Christian 
Church Tie fk oe i ee eee ee Acts 2 : 22-47 
4- January 24.—The Lame Man Healed .... Acts 3: 1-26 
5. January 31.—The Trial of Peter and John .. . . Acts 4: 1-31 
6. February 7.—True and False Brotherhood . . Acts 4: 32 to 5: 11 
7. February 14.—The Apostles Imprisoned .... . Acts 5 : 17-42 
8. February 21.—Stephen the First Christian 
DNs Goh hak te atk te ee Ke Acts 6:1 to8:3 
g. February 28.—The Gospel in Samaria ....... Acts 8 : 4-25 
10. March 7.—Philip and the Ethiopian ........ Acts 8 : 26-40 
1x. March 14.—A®neasand- Dorcas... ..:5 66.5: Acts 9 : 31-43 
12. March 21.—Review 
13. March 28.—Temperance Lesson ......... Prov. 23 : 29-35 
“ 
A Prayer 


By Mary Wells 


HEN others’ faults, dear Lord, I see, 

Kindly in judgment let me be. 
My finite eyes cannot perceive 
How bitterly their souls may grieve 
O’er these same faults. Nor can I know 
Their secret struggles ’gainst the foe. 
Grant me some share of love divine, 
And make my judgment like to thine. 


When my own errors I survey, 

Dear Lord, and know that, day by day, 
Full oft I wilfully transgress : 

My judgment then be merciless. 

May I in all its blackness see 

My sin as it appears to thee. 

Then, conscious only of my need, 

May I, O Lord, thy mercy plead. 


Yonkers, N. Y. 


Irritability the Waster 


Those who are easily irritated lose an enormous 
amount of precious time and. costly energy. In 
physiology, irritability is the property of responding 
to a stimulus. In botany, plants endowed with irri- 
table organs, when they touch any object, clasp it. 
This is all right in soulless plants or muscles or nerves; 
but it is all wrong in men and women who are sup- 
posed to decide for themselves what to respond to, or 
grapple with, and what to leave alone. He is the 
most miserable of all men who must respond to every- 
thing that touches him. He is the happiest of men 
who can quietly ignore much that invites him. How 





often we have spoiled an entire day, which seemed to 
be bright with promise, simply by letting ourselves 
become overwrought and upset, early in the day, by 
an unpleasant word or annoying action of another ! 
How often, again, have we been saved from the loss 
of time and temper that seemed imminent in this way, 
simply because something else ‘‘ happened’ 


’ to divert 





our attention and cause us to forget for a few minutes 
the irritation to which we were so valiantly respond- 
ing, and which was threatening our peace and useful- 
ness! Then we were ashamed of ourselves for having 
to be saved in that indirect way, when a little resolute 
will-power would have put the irritation to rout. An 
instant's irritation is often beyond the control of any 
one; but to allow that irritation to remain and domi- 
nate and destroy is to get down to the level of plants 
and animals, 
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The Unbound Word 


Nothing on earth can stifle God's message. 
Those who are in his service may be hindered, or 
attacked, or even silenced; but his message itself, 
never. Paul rejoiced in this while he was being 
sorely opposed in the delivering of the message, for he 
wrote: ‘‘I suffer hardship unto bonds, as a malefac- 

tr; but the word of God is not bound.’’ Whata 
privilege it is to give our lives to telling others about 
that Word! The Word will go on until it has con- 
quered the whole world, whether we have a part in 
spreading it or not ; but nothing can ever make up to 
us our own loss if we fail to have our part in this. 


= 
The Uplift of an Up-Look 


Most persons who have failed know that they 
have failed. Therefore our condemnation of their 
failure does not help them to future victory nearly~as 
much as does our expressed belief that they are going 
to have such victory, What they need is not fresh 


“ 
oo 
Making Sure of 
CARLY all of us are obliged to work. We have 


E 

N no choice in the matter. And few of us are 

permitted even to choose the kind of work that 
we mustdo. Probably, also, there are none of us who 
do not feel that we are sadly hampered in our tasks, 
either by lack of ability or opportunity, or by distinct 
opposition and hindrance from outside. But we do 
not always notice that the pain of work is about evenly 
distributed in life. - My harness rubs me in one spot, 
and my neighbor's rubs him in another. If we were 
to change places we should only exchange complaints. 
The poor envy the rich, and the rich the care-free ; 
the half-occupied envy the busy ones, and the over- 
worked sigh for a little idleness. 

Yet it is rash to conclude from this half-true state- 
ment that there is no way by which we may find joy 
in our work, disliked and forced upon us though that 
work may be. Our richest happiness can grow out 
of this unpromising soil. It is only one more of the 
great open secrets of life. 

Foolish men seek to ease themselves by changing 
their work ; wise men find their joy in mastering its 
secret. For there is in it a secret of joy. Any man 
who runs away from his work because it is painful 
will find that he must pick up the pain along with his 
nexttask. And eventually we all discover that that pain 
is as easily conquered in one place as in another, and 
that conquered in one place it is conquered in all. 

The real bitterness of work lies in the motive with 
which we do it; and its real joy rests on the same 
foundation. I can change my work without changing 
my motive, or I can change my motive without 
changing my work. The latter is more efficient, so 
far as my joy is concerned. 

It is the motive that makes work sad or glad. 
Therefore one of the things we can‘ rejoice about is 
that, while the necessity and the choice of work are 
not within our power, the motive we can absolutely 


reminder of the seeming hopelessness of their case, 
but an assurance that others see hope where they see 
none, A certain man who has peculiar power in 
helping his fellow-men to do better than they ever 
thought they could, works by this simple recipe. He 
never talks much about their failures ; he talks en- 
thusiastically, with a confidence that fairly radiates 
from him, about what he knows they are going to 
accomplish. ‘I really believe I cam do it, after all,’’ 
is the hopeful spirit in which men leave his side ; 
and then they go and do it, just because he believed 
they would. Looking up is always better than look- 
ing down, both for ourselves and for others. 


ax 
What a Good Start is Good For 


A good start may become a dangerous snare. 
This is not the fault of the good start, but of the per- 
son who, having made it, rests back comfortably on 
the idea that things will now take care of themselves. 
Almost anybody can make a good start. About one 
in a hundred holds it. Printers know this by costly 
experience. They know that the good pressman is 
not the one who can turn out a faultlessly printed 
sheet just after the make-ready and the color and the 
register have been satisfactorily adjusted, but the one 
from whose.work you can pick out at random a sheet 
after a thousand, or ten thousand, or a hundred thou- 
sand, have been run, and find it difficult to say from 
what part of the run it came. The man who holds 
out through the entire job, whether it be printing, or 
preaching, or living life in any other of: its searching, 
testing forms, is yet in the minority.’ A good start is 
good for just as long as it lasts, —no longer. 


“ 


the Joy of Work 


master if we will. A look at our motives will, if they 
are wrong, show us the seat of our trouble. 

A selfishly ambitious man, for example, will not be 
happy in his work, even though he is eminently suc- 
cessful at it Though he were to paint a famous pic- 
ture, or create a masterly statue, the gall at his heart 
sours the rightful glow of pleasure at the moment of 
victory. The very hint of rivalry will canker a genu- 
ine success if a man is proud at heart. Nothing is 
sunny when the hateful gleam of envy casts its sickly 
gloom over everything. Envy and selfishness and 
pride as motives for work will breed nothing but 
soured success and spoiled blessings. 

The human heart of self-love is like the inner cita- 
del of the ancient cities.- The walled city had at its 
center some solid, unapproachable, and _ practically 
impregnable fort, which was the citadel. Around it 
lay the streets and the market-places, and the best of 
the palaces and homes of the city.. Then came the 
great city wall. Outside of that, and enveloping all, 
was an outer wall not so high nor so strong, but suffi- 
ciently formidable. Beyond this, in time of attack, the 
soldiers commonly made entrenchments, more or less 
stout as their time and resources would enable them. 

When the enemy came on, the first stand was made 
at these entrenchments.; .if. they were carried, —and 
they were not usually defended at any very great cost, 
—the defenders retired behind the outer wall. Here 
they would make their first rigid stand. But if they 
were overwhelmed by numbers, or carried by a sud- 
den rush, there was still the massive city wall, with 
all its machinery for defense. At this point the at- 
tack settled down to a siege. But the enemy, by 
bravery or by cunning, might finally carry the city 
wall itself. _ Then all the wealth and resources of the 
city were at their mercy, and they could freely come 
and go, up and down the city streets. 

It not infrequently happened, however, that the 


pick of the defending army, in sheer desperation, re- 
tired within the inner citadel and bade defiance to 
their foes. If they were well supplied with food and 
water, they could do so, and not surrender except on 
their own terms, which would be no surrender at all. 
History gives more than one instance where the de- 
fenders held the citadel for weeks and months after 
the rest of the city had been captured by its besiegers. 
And it was but a poor conquest, when the conqueror 
was threatened at any time by a shower of missiles 
from the still unsubdued citadel. 

Thus it is with the heart. As necessity presses, we 
surrender the outermost entrenchments ; we take up 
our first obligations of life, make our distant surren- 
der, it may be, to the claims of God. Soon the attack 
is renewed, and after stout resistance we bend our 
necks to the inevitable and surrender the outer wall 
of our wilfulness ; thus may we accept the formal 
profession of Christianity. Now the real fight com- 
mences, Self, behind its strong city wall, makes 
fearful resistance to the onward claims of life, and 
loudly proclaims its right to manage its own affairs. 
At such a time Christ may break down the wall of 
our pride with a crushing disappointment, a sorrow, a 
death, a disillusionment, an illness, or a winning ex- 
perience of love; and we apparently make complete 
surrender. So far as any human eye can see, we slip 
the harness on our shoulders and work without a mur- 
mur. But there are many, many of us who have not 
yet surrendered the citadel, and in the secret places 
of our hearts there smoulders a resentment that will 
not be subdued. Scarce even the power of Christ can 
take it by force. It yields to no blow ; its doors open 
only at the will of the defender. 

There are men engaged busily and apparently cheer- 
fully at their life work who know that rebellion lurks 
unconquered at their hearts. Such a man may even 
be engaged in so-called religious work. So far as the 
outward world may know, he is wholly devoted to his 
calling. But those who are near know that, day after 
day, the shameful shaft of discontent and selfishness 
casts its evil shadow as it flies forth from the unsurren- 
dered citadel of the heart. 

The world is fairly full of semi-Christians and dis- 
contented workers who carry their life tragedy in their 
own breasts. Itis better to be partly surrendered than 


Have the Heathen Our Responsibilities ? 


Merely the fact that a question is centuries old is 
no good reason for dismissing it from consideration. 
There is a new generation of souls coming on every 
few years, and each generation is bound to ask what 
may seem like the same old, worn-out questions. A 
teacher of a-class of boys in Virginia is confronted 
with this fact, and writes for help. 

What would be the best answer to give to a class of boys— 
ages between fifteen and eighteen years—as to the following? 
In speaking of the sacrifices of the heathen to their idols, espe- 
cially to the god of fire, one of the boys asked if God would 
punish those poor heathen just the same as he would us if we 
refused to accept Jesus as our Saviour. ‘The boy meant that 
the heathen had never heard of our Saviour. 

Would an earthly father punish a child of his for 
breaking a rule of which the child had never heard, 
just as he would punish another of his children who 
knew all about the rule and deliberately defied it? 
Can we fairly expect God to be as reasonable and as 
loving as an earthly parent? These questions, to each 
of which there is but one answer, suggest the reason- 
able answer to the question propounded in that boys’ 
class ; and boys will be quick to see the truth when 
it is put in some such way as this. Of course, we 
must make it plain that no one but God himself knows 
‘just what ‘ light’’ the «*heathen’’ have; therefore no 
one but God can pass judgment upon them, —or upon 
our next-door neighbor, either. But God is love; 
and there is not a syllable in the Bible that teaches 
that God ever acts in any other way than in love ; 
therefore we know that both the next-door neighbor 
and the heathen will get the full benefit of every 
factor in their favor. ‘That some who have never 
heard of Christ as Saviour in this world will be taken 
eternally into his keeping at the day of judgment 
seems to be plainly stated in the twenty-fifth chapter 
of Matthew. 

On the other hand, let us not forget that Jesus 
Christ laid uncompromisingly upon his followers the 
duty of making him known to the heathen. Whether 
the heathen will be lost because of our failure to do this 
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to be wholly at war with one’s God; but not much 
better. For the heart is the source of all real trouble, 
and there will be no real joy in life until that is set 
straigut. A man can have the appearance of great 
gayety and still be wretched at heart ; and a man may 
have much trouble and still be glad in his soul. 

A very clever Englishman, newspaper man and 
thinker, says of himself that after searching all around 
the world for the truth he was amazed to find that it 
was to be had in nearly every parish church in Eng- 
land. ‘*The mass of -men,’’ he says, ‘‘ have been 
forced to be gay about the little things, but sad about 
the big ones. Nevertheless it is not native to man to 
be so. Man is more himself, man is more manlike, 
when joy is the fundamental thing in him and grief 
the superficial. .. . The skeptic [and he might have 
said the self-ridden, for they are the same] may truly 
be said to be topsy-turvy ; for his feet are dancing 
upward in ecstasies while his head is in the abyss... . 
Christianity satisfies suddenly and perfectly man’s 
ancestral instinct for being right side up; satisfies it 
supremely in this: that, by its creed, joy becomes 
something gigantic and sadness something special and 
small. . . . Joy, which was the small publicity of the 
pagan, is the gigantic secret of the Christian.’’ 

Life’s work and life's living is gloomy business at 
the very heart of it when that heart is dominated by 
self. Nothing has yet been found that is big enough 
to satisfy man’s desire for inward joy except unselfish 
love. Those who love and work from love as their 
prime motive find even the disagreeable and the un- 
chosen tasks sweetened to complete content. The 
proud, selfish, snobbish heart breeds unhappiness and 
disgust for all work, even the most successful. The 
heart wherein the citadel is surrendered to love of God 
and man cannot be made miserable, and can only 
briefly be clouded. Real joy is the effect of love in 
the heart ; worldly gayety resembles real joy only as the 
face besmirched with brilliant cosmetics resembles 
the red glow of health. When the heart is wrong, 
the task is bitter. The secret of happy work is to 
love one’s friends and enemies, and in the midst of 
all life's variations to take what God gives, adding 
thereto that kindliness of spirit which transforms it. 
This is to be like God himself, and to know that in- 
ward tranquillity of soul which is the heaven within you. 





is not so certain as that we shall suffer from our failure 
if we disobey. If we could know thatall the heathen 
in the world who had never heard of Christ would be 
saved without such knowledge, we ought not to be 
one bit less interested in foreign missions, nor any less 
eager to see the gospel carried to every creature. 


Xx 


Is Plagiarism Necessary? 

How to be conscientious, yet interesting, seems 
to be a real problem with many. We havea positive 
duty to be both. And duties never conflict. The 
problem as it affects the pulpit work of a minister is 
presented by a Colorado reader, who writes: 

May I ask your opinion on plagiarism? The 
arisen in connection with my use of thoughts foun 
The Sunday School Times. 

I find many things so helpful and suggestive that I use them 
in my sermons ; indeed, I find at times a complete outline for 
a sermon, or I hit upon a thought that suggests the applica- 
tion of the principle embodied in that thought to the particu- 
lar conditions of my present field. I abhor the thought of 
punring and using the stolen material as one’s own ; yet to 

e constantly repeating ‘‘So and So says thus”’ is tiresome, to 
say the least. 

I do not know that I have stated the case clearly, but if you 
find in it sufficient to merit attention, I shall be glad. 

We ought to abhor, as this minister does, the idea 
of using stolen material as our own, and no man can 
safely afford to do anything that will dull the fine 
edge of his abhorrence of this particular kind of theft. 
For there is no form of moral callousness easier to 
slip into than that of plagiarism. Once aman begins 
to ease up on a rigid insistence with himself that he 
will not pass off others’ goods as his own, he isin a 
fair way to become an intellectual sneak-thief. The 
highest ground is safe ground here ; none other is. 

But this does not mean that he must choose either 
the ruinous cumbering of his discourses with ‘‘credits’’ 
to other writers, or the cutting himself off from the 
stimulus and effectiveness of other men’s thoughts. 
A little study will show that z# zs always possible to 
give credit for that which ts not one's own (in writing 


uestion has 
in reading 
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or in speaking) in a way that need never be a bur- 
den, and that may sometimes even add to the inter- 
est of the message. If asermon has been suggested 
by an article or a book-chapter or a paragraph, the 
audience is not going to be one whit less interested 
in that sermon when the preacher states frankly, near 
the opening, that he was recently impressed by a 
statement in so-and-so,—gives the credit, and then 
passes on to his message, It is not always necessary 
even to name the author or source; the phrase, ‘it 
has been well said,’’ or the like, disowns any claims 
to be originating the thought. 

But if a man finds that to give credit in every case 
does mean an over-burdening of his discourses, he 
may well consider whether it is not time for him to 
stop depending so much on what other men have 
said, and begin to dig more into life and thought for 
‘himself. It would, indeed, seem to be a questionable 
practise to preach a sermon as one’s own the ‘‘com- 
plete outline’’ for which was furnished by another. 
No such discourse can have the conviction and effect- 
iveness that God can give to the man who is delivering 
his own message. 

= 


The Struggle with Personal Sin 

When a soul cries out for release from the bond- 
age of sin, that cry is heard in heaven and earth. 
Every fellow-being knows something of the agony of 
longing that is back of it; and the Saviour knows, 
Such a cry begins to be answered from its first utter- 
ing. Therefore there is abundant hopefulness in such 
a letter as the following, whether its writer realizes 
this or not. It comes from a bank cashier in a middle- 
western state. 


It has occurred to me that perhaps you could help me with 
a personal difficulty that has worried me very greatly. If you 
can find time to give me advice and help, it will be greatly 
appreciated. 

For a number of years I have been a professing Christian, 
and have tried to live a good life. I might say that I was con- 
verted twice, the first time when a boy ; but the second time, 
though quite young, I found myself struggling with a besetting 
sin which had fastened itself on me without my understanding 
it, and ever since, though I seem to have gained ground..in 
many ways, I have not succeeded in putting it out of my life. 
In early years I almost despaired, but now I seem to know 
that I can overcome ; yet something comes up and keeps me 
from fighting as I ought. I feel that I must overcome now or 
I can be of no use in the world or the cause of Christ. For a 
number of years I have worked in the Sunday-school; and'a 
large part of the time in the Christian Endeavor Society. 

I have tried to do what was right, and I have a reputation 
among the people here which is far better than I deserve. I 
feel that I am a hypocrite ; and yet if I give up Christian work 
what will be gained? I have thought that perhaps there Was 
something I ought to do, perhaps to change my occupation ;: or 
that there is something I am doing that I ought to change or 
give up; but I can find no light on it. I am praying earnestly 
over it, but as yet see no way out. 

So long as this man continues to struggle toward 
freedom as he is doing here, his ultimate victory is as- 
sured, He is the kind of man the Saviour is readiest 
to help, and he is in the attitude which makes the 
Saviour's help most available. For he recognizes the 
desperateness of the situation, his own utter inability 
to cope with it, his complete failure to deserve the 
good reputation that he enjoys, his unworthiness to 
continue in the Lord’s work; yet he longs to have all 
this changed, and he believes itcan be changed. He 
realizes that unless he gains the mastery he cannot 
serve Christ or the world as he ought. 

In this situation, just as it stands, there is every 
hope. There is strength in the man’s recognition of 
his own helplessness, of his own unworthiness, of his 
positive duty to be victorious, and his sense of failure 
because he has not succeeded in this. His distrust 
of himself is hopeful. His condemnation of himself 
is hopeful. His desire to be free is a promise that 
he will be free ; it is only the man who does not want 
to be free that is lost. The more hopeless any sin 
seems to a man, the likelier he is to get freedom ; for 
it is only when a sin seems unimportant and easily 
reckoned with that it is hopeless. 

Therefore this man, who recognizes that he has 
failed, may come confidently to the Saviour who has 
never failed, and put the case wholly into His hands. 
He may claim that Saviour’s promises ; and they will 
be honored. He has the right to ask that the temp- 
tation itself shall be lessened, and that enough 
strength shall be given to conquer whatever temptation 
is left. He must, with this, of course do everything in 
his power to work with the Saviour ; change occupa- 
tion, habits, or anything else that may, though inno- 
cent in itself, add to the difficulty. But nothing would 
be gained by giving up Christian work, so dong as he 

faces toward the right in his determination to win. 
Win he will, if he refuses to stop struggling ; for the 
Devil is no match for any man who fights with Jesus 
Christ alongside. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 24 (Acts 3: 1-26) 
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Miraculous Healing, Then and Now 
By Principal P. T. Forsyth, M.A., D.D. 











the. truth , of the. gospel. 


HE demand made by Christianity upon the world 
used to be ‘‘ believe in the miracles,’’ but the 
situation has now changed. The demands 

which once were made by the churches on the world 
are now made by the world on the church. And the 
world’s challenge to the church is not ‘‘ prove your 
miracles,’’ but ‘‘do them.’’ Miracles don’t happen 
now, it is urged, and therefore no miracles ever did. 

Nor is the world to be put off by the plea of the 
church, ‘* We are doing miracles, We are changing 
society, however slowly. We are changing men’s 
lives. We are turning them from seeking self to'liv- 
ing for God and even in God. The miracle of con- 
version goes on.’’ That is quite a sound plea, but it 
does not appeal to the jury in this particular case. 
For us, except for the sake of that miracle, other 
miracles are of little moment. But in that miracle 
the jury is less interested than they always care to 
say. The moral miracle is always less impressive for 
the public than is the prodigy. Ethic always interests 
fewer people than magic. And in an age when the 
impressionist carries all before him the deep miracle 
is submerged by the startling effect. 

But there is one good result of this state of things. 
It is destroying a fictitious value which miracles did 
not have in the New Testament—the evidential value. 
‘« Believe me for the very works’ sake’’ is spoken 
contemptuously. In the fourth Gospel, indeed, the 
miracles are treated as ‘‘signs.’’ But asign is nota 
proof. It is an index, a manifestation. It carries 
meaning only to those who can read it ; it does not 
compel belief. Christ's signs were interpreted as 
Satanic. So little were they proof of his divine gospel. 


ai 

If the church recovered the gift of healing it is 
doubtful if this would convince oné rational person of 
She might impress. many 
with the sense. of spiritual power ; but some quacks 
have spiritual power ; and the precious thing-in the 
church is not spiritual power, which is often temper- 
amental,. like. genius, but the real presence of the 
Spirit who makes power. It is not the magnetic 
power to impress, but the moral power to change, 
convert, .and regenerate. If the church were able 
again to heal paralytics it is doubtful if she would 
thereby lead one more to believe in the Incarnation 
or the Atonement, or the grace of the New Creation. 
These things are beyond miraculous proof. For mir- 
acle used as proof is really an appeal to sight, and 
the gospel is made what it is by the appeal to faith, 
With the decay of faith comes the demand for sight. 

And in thé urisettlement of to-day there are only 
too many who address the church with the demand 
for results, and who are impervious to the one thing 
which the church stands or falls by at last—the nature 
of the gospel, the grace of God with its appeal to 
faith, to the moral personality, to the moral soul, to 
conscience. ‘‘Show us results,’’ says the world to 
the church, ‘‘if we are to believe your message’’ 
—numerical results in membership, phenomenal re- 
sults in miracles. And.to them all the church must 
at last make the same ahswer, ‘‘ You must believe 
our message if you would have the results.’’ ‘If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, if one rise from the dead.’’ Even 
the miracles of héaling which are now most sought 
after—and no wonder—are assigned quite a subordi- 
nate place among the gifts in the early church (1 Cor. 
12 : 9, 28), much behind the gifts of the apostle and 
the preacher, with the moral word of the gospel. 

However, the mood of the hour is pragmatical. It 
argues from resulis. Attention is therefore particu- 
larly directed at present to such miracles as those 
which distinguish the second portion of the book of 
Acts— miracles of healing. Some of those in 
the first part come perilously near the line which 
parts miracles from magic—such as the cures ascribed 
to the handkerchiefs, or the shadows, of the apostles. 
And they provoke explanations from auto-suggestion. 
But the direct and intended healing by saintly men is 
not on the same footing, whatever weight you give to 
the subjective or hypnotic faith of their patients. 
And at the present day we are specially interested in 
that class of miracle and its possible reproduction. 
The diseases of the age outstrip the medicine of the 
age, and, fast as science moves, the ailments in- 


.to the world. 





cidental to an overstrained age with an unhinged faith 
move faster still. If zymotic diseases go down, nerv- 
ous maladies increase. Moreover, psychic experi- 
ment and inquiry have now opened up new possibili- 
ties in the suggestive treatment of certain diseases ; 
and, generally, they have enhanced our ideas as to 
the action in that way of one individual on another. 

There is, therefore, far less incredulity than there 
used to be about the New Testament miracles of this 
class. And there is naturally more enquiry whether 
the power to perform them is extinct, or if it is only 
dormant, in the absence of certain spiritual conditions 
that can in due course be met—especially by the 
church. The misfortune is that these conditions are 
only too easily believed to be but psychic and not 
spiritual, far less moral, There is a corresponding 
field for the abnormal, eccentric, silly, or the quack. 

I venture to cherish the opinion that the recovery 
of such action is not foreclosed to the church. But 
when the power returns it can only be on the principle 
that Christ laid down, ‘‘ That kind of ill goes not out 
but by prayer.’’ Nor does that kind of power go 
forth by other means. Here, as always, Christ spoke 
from his experience. That is why his precepts are so 
precious, and his teaching so profound. It all welled 
from the depth of his own experience, and it had the 
verification of his own experience before he issued it 
He had -tested what he prescribed. 
He did not discourse on a topic, but gave his- soul. 
His truth was lived in and lived out. And we have 
here his own account of the principle of his own 
miracles. They were answers to prayer. Either they 
were the exercise of power he accumulated by prayer, 
spending by day the strength he gained by night—so 
that Christ did as much for the world. by night as by 
day, just as he did at least no less by the dark cross 
than by the radiant resurrection. Or they were (as 
they are expressly recorded in some cases) direct an- 
swers to his immediate and inward prayer at the time 
—being done by the Father at the instance ofthe Son. 

But this is the same as to say that healing power is 
associated with personality, with that moral person- 
ality whose supreme exercise is prayer. For the 
greatest work that man can do is to worship. And it 
would change the whole quality of our worship ahd 
our work if that were realized. 

# 

Allowing for all temperamental dispositions and 
facilities in such matters, in Christianity, miracle is 
associated with spiritual personality, personality not 
noly in its nature spiritual, but in its note moral 
The power of miracle lies where the power of religion 
lies—in the moral soul, in the ethical, and not merely 
the aesthetic, personality. This is what marks miracle 
off from magic. To believe in miracles is not to be- 
lieve in a magical action of divine forces, but in the 
moral exercise of the divine power. Magic is an irre- 
ligious idea. Religion does not rise above mere reli- 
giosity unless the divine power act in the moral 
personality and through it. 

‘* Magic’’ miracles are alien to the genius of the New 
Testament. They represent God’s action as that of 
pouring into men something which becomes theirs by 
that infusion and not by experimental assimilation ; 
which acts on their nature and not their personality. 
The healing grace of God can be received only by 
faith, and not by mere passive exposure to it. 

And the irresistibility of grace is a view possible 
only when grace is thought of as a force more than a 
power. If ever the power of miraculous healing re- 
turn to us, it can only be the result of an enormous 
increase of such moral power as is exerted in living 
faith, and not in mere spiritual absorption or exalta- 
tation. All that is told about cures by psychic action 
may be true; but that power is permanent, safe, 
wholesome, and indeed almost normal, only where it 
has an ethical foundation of personal faith and expe- 
rienced salvation. It is a power whose effects indeed 
are not confined to the church, bui it is one whose 
real sources are there,—-in the gospel and the spirit 
that make the church. Apart from that gospel and 
its moral results doubtless there are cases, and even 
epidemics, of cure more or less permanent through 
religion as a subjective excitement rather than by 
faith as a moral act of objective trust. But with the 
Christian gospel and a real faith in it you have both 


“and come and go. like the wind. 






the conditions and the safeguards which make the 
power permanent in society. There is no better way 
to assure ourselves of the dormancy of such powers 
in Christianity than to study the phenomena of such 
a life as that of George Fox ; to say nothing of similar 
lives which foil all effort to limit the processes of the 
soul to strictly rational expectations or tests. 

But are we to infer from the abeyance of cals 
power in the church that faith is dead in the church ? 
By no means. But we do gather this, that it is a 
power which can go only with the faith of a whole 
community and not of stray individuals, however 
numerous or exalted. It can return to the church only 
as the effect of a collective faith and action. It was 
the faith of a united church that did these things 
through the apostles in Acts. And, as done by Christ, 
they were the effect of his faith who is himself the 
common and perfect life of the whole church. To 
take another line, those promises of his that puzzle us 
as to the answer to prayer are still good ; but not for 
individuals, They were not given to individuals, but 
to a universal community of one mind, soul, and 
faith, such as existed for a brief time germinally and 
prophetically in the first. days of the New Testament 
Church, The historical seasons of. excitement and 
exaltation which have been accompanied by extraor- 
dinary effects of this kind are but fleeting hints and 
earnests of what would become a permanent power. of 
the church through its saintliest members, if the 
church throughout the world were really one in love, 
faith, and deed. All the wild vines on the raw lands 
of Christian science but indicate in a straggling way 
the fruitful possibilities of the Lord’s vineyard. 

If morality be, as in modern ethic it is, the collect- 
ive demand upon its members of society as a whole ; 
and if social ethic gain so much as of late it has 
gained in taming the fierce egoism of the morally 
crude, how much may we not expect society to do for 
the cure of its sick as well as the rescue of its sinners 


~ when the day comes that lifts its morality to a living 


and common faith, and its imagination to a religion 
sure, ordered, and strong! 

If the church wish that she had the gift of miracle 
to-day, it is not from the desire to exercise super- 
human power ; no true church loves power, but serv- 
ice. Nor is it from a sense that if she had these 
powers at her disposal, shé would soon prove to men 
the doctrine in her faith ; for miracles do not prove 
doctrine ; the message must carry the miracle and not 
the miracle the message. But it is that she might 
scatter the more blessing on the grieved world she 
loves for Christ’s‘sake ; that she might lift the load, 
part the gloom, and soothe the agony that rend the 
heart and rack the frame; that she might allay the 
human pain which now is felt to pierce human com- 
passion as it never did before. Yet by the revealed 
will of God himself, there is but one sound and sure 
way to that power at last. It comes only to crown 
the fulness of that holiness which is the gospel’s pur- 
pose with the world: - When the last sin has van- 
ished, we shall be able to make the last woe cease. 


a 

And for the single soul, this cannot wholly be till 
all souls are thus spiritually free. - For we are not as 
strong as we should be, because others are so weak. 
Nor are we as weak as we feel, because others are 
strong. No man believeth unto himself. And the 
faith that finally overcomes the world is a collective 
thing. We get the benefit of others’ faith. And it is 
only the full and solidary faith of a living church that 
can possess the secret and command of those marvel- 
ous results which, so far, appear but sporadically, 
But the Spirit of 
God is not fantastic, and not arbitrary, even as the 
vagrant wind is, after all, ruled by meteorological 
laws which we slowly unravel. And there are princi- 
ples of his action which the church may one dav 
master, and even command, in the great coming and 
social time. When the Spirit dwells in a sanctified 
church as he dwelt in the Holy Son of God, then the 
church will be able to do the wonders that he did in 
the healing of disease, the conquest of care, and the 
binding of the broken heart, no less than in the re- 
lease of the distressed conscience, and the soul's _ 
salvation from the wreck of things. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 24. THE LAME MAN HEALED 


Golden Text: By faith in his name hath his name made this man strong, whom ye behold and know.—Acts 3 : 16 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 


Getting Started in Class 


WO men were talking about the terrible disaster 
in Sicily and Italy, soon after it was first re- 
ported in the news one One of them said : 

‘‘I am ashamed of myself for admitting this, but the 
news of that disaster and tragedy did not affect me 
nearly as much as I felt it ought to. And I suppose 
the reason was that it is so far away. I have never 
been on the spot myself. It is on the other side of 
the world.” 

Do any of the rest of us ever feel that lack of reality 
in a great event that is remote from us? Which do 
you think would have been more real to you, for 
example, on December 28: the earthquake and the 
death of a hundred thousand persons on the Mediter- 
ranean, or the caving in of the walls of your neigh- 
bor’s house, just across the street, killing a pet dog, 
it that had happened ? 

It is possible, and it is a duty, to cultivate the 
power of interest in distant events; but it is natural 
that we should appreciate most keenly the life that 
is closest to us. And think of this a moment,-—- 
perhaps it is a new thought to | oop The power of 
Jesus Christ which will always be most real to us ts 
his power to change the things that are closest to 
us,—the everyday commonplaces of our lives. 
Therefore he wants us to draw on his power for just 
this sort of thing. And he wants us to show others 
that they may doso. That is the best way to trust 
Christ, and to preach Christ. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


From such an introduction, it will be easy to take 
up, with the class, the story of the first recorded 
case of the early church preaching Christ in this way. 

Begin by telling something of that most common- 
place fact of Eastern life, maimed and helpless beg- 
gars. Dr. Mackie’s: first two paragraphs describe 
them and the Eastern attitude toward them; Dr. 
Burdette’s article gives the human side of the case 
with wonderful power. 

Peter and John were still good Jews, careful in 
their attention to the temple service; see Professor 
Ramsay’s first paragraph, and President Sanders’ 
second. So at three o'clock in the afternoon (Pro- 
fessor Riddle, second paragraph), they were on their 
way tothe temple. Light on the ‘‘Gate Beautiful” 
will be found in Professor  Riddie’s first paragraph 
and Dr. Mackie’s third. Goon with the'story, tell- 
ing it to, or drawing it out from, the class. Miss 
Slattery’s third to sixth paragraphs show how to 
question a lesson out of aclass. Other material in 
these lesson pages that can profitably be drawn upon 
during the unfolding of the lesson are the following: 

This was not necessarily the first miracle (Riddle, 2 ; 
Ramsay, 5). 

What significance had the fixed look ? (Riddle, on v. 4; 
Ramsay, last paragraph.) 


Whose faith was necessary to’ the cure? (Riddle, on v. . 


‘16; Ramsay, 4; Foster, 2, 3.) 
Peter’s address was an advance on that delivered on the 
Day of Pentecost ; fazth is now added (Ramsay, 6). 


Who was the strongest preacher for Christ, that 
day in the temple courts? 
tells in her fifth to eighth paragraphs. It was the 
lame man,—just because he was lame no more, 
That witness of his, accompanied ! the straight 
talk from Peter that this thing had been done by 
Jesus of Nazareth, made such an overwhelming ser- 
mon that many were won to belief in Christ (4: 4); 
and the murderers of Christ were frightened. 

The great, convincing effectiveness of the thing 
was because something close at hand, an everyday 
commonplace, had been miraculously changed. If 
there had been a report about such things happening 
down in Egypt, or up in Macedonia, no one in Jeru- 
salem would have paid much attention toit. But 
’ that lame man, who had his regular place by the 
door Beautiful,—why, everybody knows him! 

Are you preaching Christ that way to-day to the 
people nearest to you? You can. And you ought 
to, You've been lame; and everybody knows it; 
and Christ is waiting for you to let him lift you on to 
feet made well and strong, so that you may walk,— 
yes, leap,—with a strength that shall utterly amaze 
the people who know you best, until they say, 
‘« There must be something in his Christianity, after 
all.” Then Christ will want you to reach out your 
right hand to others—those nearest to you—who. are 
lame too, and by faith in his name let. his name make 
them strongand.well. The message in Mr. Howard's 


Not Peter ;Miss ‘Stattery - 


Acts 3: 1-26. Commit verses 9, 10 


1 Now Peter and John were going up into the temple at the 
hour of prayer, deing the ninth Aour. 2 And a certain man 
that was lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom 
they laid daily at the door of the temple which is called Beau- 
tiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple ; 3 who 
seeing Peter and John about to §° into the temple, asked to 
receive an alms. 4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him, 
with John, said, Look on us. 5 And he gave heed unto them, 
expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, 
Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I 
thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. 7 And 
he took him by the right hand, and raised him up: and imme- 
diately his feet and his ankle-bones received strength. 8 And 
leaping up, he stood, and began to walk ; and he entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God: 10 
and they took knowledge of him, that it was he that sat for 
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple ; and they were filled 
~_ wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto 

im. 

tr And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran 
together unto them in the ! porch that is called Solomon's, 
greatly wondering. 12 And when Peter saw it, he answered 
unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this 2 man? 
or why fasten ye your eyes on us, as though by our own power 
or godliness we had made him to walk? 13 ‘The God of Abra- 
ham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath 
glorified his 8 Servant Jesus ; whom ye delivered up, and de- 
nied before the face of Pilate, when he had determined to 
release him. 14 But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One, 
and asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, 15 and killed 
the ¢ Prince of life ; whom God raised from the dead ; 5 whereof 
we are witnesses. 16 And ® by faith in his name hath his name 
made this man strong, whom ye behold and know: yea, the 
faith which is carengh him hath given him this perfect sound- 
ness in the presence of you all. 

1Or, portico 2 Or, thing % Or, Child See Mt. 12. 18; Is. 42. 1; 
52.13; 53.11. *Or, Author 5 Or, of whom ® Or, on the ground of 
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b 4 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references are to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 

Verse 1.—Who were Peter and John? Why ‘go up 
into the temple ’’? What time was the ninth hour, and 
why so called ? (Riddle, on ‘‘ Time,’’ and on v. I.) 

Verse 2,—Why was the ‘ Beautiful ’’ door so called ? 
Were the other doors named? (Riddle, on “ Places’’; 
Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 4.—Was there any special significance in ‘‘ fasten- 
ing his eyes upon him ”’ ? (Riddle ; Ramsay, 8.) 

Verse 6.—What was the meaning of *‘in the name of’’ ? 
(Riddle. ) 

Verses 6-10.—Had the disciples had power to heal before 
this ? (Luke 9: 1-6.) 

’ Verse 11.—In what part of the temple was Solomon’s 
porch? Was each door or porch so named ? (Riddle, on 
‘* Places ’’; Sanders, 4.) ; 

Verse 13.—Is Jesus elsewhere called ‘‘Servant’’ ? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 14.—-Who was the murderer asked for ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 16.—What is the significance of ‘‘name’’? With 
Orientals, the ‘‘name’”’ stands for the most sacred, inti- 
mate identity of the person; it is his innermost self, his 
whole life. 

Verse 18.—Cite a passage foreshowing the suffering of 
Christ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 19.—What is meant by ‘‘ seasons of refreshing’? ? 
(Riddle ; Ramsay; 6.) : : 

Verse 21.—What were ‘the ‘f times: of | restoration ’? ? 
Cite an Old Testament passage referred to ( Riddle). 

Verse 25.—What is the meaning of ‘‘covenant’’? Cite 
the Old Testament reference? ( Riddle.) 








article ought to be spoken in every class. So of Mr. 
Ridgway’s and Miss Slattery’s last paragraphs. 
Christ can change us, and Christ can use us to 


change others. 
Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


(The references here given are to paragraphs, by number, 
of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 

A good start-off for the lesson-teaching (Slattery, 1, 2). 

What the believing Jews looked forward to (Riddle, on 
vs. 19, 20). 

Pity for human and physical suffering is Christianity s 
marked characteristic (Ramsay, 2; Ridgway, 3) 

The world of heathenism lies crippled at the door of the 
church (Pierson, 1). 

The warm right-hand of fellowship is the gate Beautiful 
of the church to-day (Ridgway, 2). 

God is more important than faith (Illustrations, 1). 

To give what we have is all that is required of us (Pier- 
son, 3, 4; Illustrations, 2, 3). 

Iiow Christ’s teaching has revolutionized the. world’s 
attitude toward the poor and outcast (Stelzle, 1-3). 

The terrible conditions of the world. of that day for a 
cripple (Burdette, 5). 

Civilization alone never uplifts (Stelzle, :4). 

Christianity can and does say, ‘* Arise and walk ” (Ridg- 
way, 4). 


We must be witnessing for him. 


= 








The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LACES.—Two localities are named: the Beautiful 
**door” (v. 2) or ** gate” (v. 10) of the temple, 
and Solomon's perch (v. 11). The latter was 

the portico, or colonnade, extending along the east- 
ern side of the temple enclosure, facing the Mount of 
Olives. Another portico, on the southern side, was 
called the Royal Porch. The Beautiful Gate cannot 
be identified with certainty. There were several 
gates from without, and others between the different 
courts of the temple. The names of a number of 
these have been preserved in the Talmud and Jose- 
phus, but the name ‘‘ Beautiful” does not occur ex- 
cept in this passage. The Greek term suggests 
freshness and bloom, and is not that usually rendered 
‘‘beautiful.” Three views are held: (1) That it was 
the outer entrance to the temple, at the southwest 
corner; (2) the central gate opening from the court 
of the Gentiles to the court of the women, on the 
eastern side; (3) the great gate Nicanor, opening on 
the inner court from the court of the women. Each 
of these was magnificent. The last view has proba- 
bly most supporters. 

Time.—The last paragraph of chapter 2 points to a 
period of quiet growth without opposition. Hence 
there was probably an interval of some length be- 
tween Pentecost and this miracle. Other miracles 
doubtless preceded this, which is singled out because 
it occasioned the first opposition to Christianity on 
the part of the Jewish rulers, The time of day was 
3 P.M., since the Jewish reckoning of hours began at 
sunrise, or 6 A.M. There were three stated hours of 
prayer, the third, sixth, and ninth,—that is, 9 A.M., 
noon, and 3 P.M.,—the hour of the evening sacrifice, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Peter and John: The two leading apos- 
tles.—Goiny up: The temple was on a height. 

Verse 4.—Fastening his eyes: Or, ‘looking sted- 
fastly,”” here suggesting sympathy. The same word 
occurs in verse 12, so that it does not imply that’ the 
look had any healing power. 

Verse 6.—/n the name of: In virtue of, or by the 
authority of. 

Verses 7, 8.—Luke, a physician, is quite detailed 
in his description of the cure. 

Verses 9-11.—These verses suggest that the cure 
was wrought within the temple area. 

Verse 12.—Ye men of Israel: The dddress of 
Peter was to Jews, and he speaks as a fellow-Jew. 

Verse 13.— Hath glorified his Servant. Jesus: 
The word rendered ‘‘Servant”’ is literally ‘‘ boy” or 
‘*child.” Hence it is rendered ‘*Son” in the Author- 
ized Version. But there is probably a reminiscence 
here of such passages as Isaiah 52 : 13; 53 : 11, where 
the Hebrew word is ‘‘ servant.” 

Verse 14.-—-A murderer: Barabbas, 
multitude desired to be released. 

Verse 15.—Z7he Prince e fe : Or, ‘‘Author”; 
more literally, ‘‘ Leader.” No English term exactly 
expresses the sense. Jesus as Redeemer procures 
life, spiritual. and eternal, for his people. 

Verse 16.—And by farthin his name hath his name: 
This is the correct order. ‘‘ Faith” refers primarily 
to the faith of the two apostles, but that of the lame 
man is implied. 

Verse 18.—By the mouth of all the prophets: AN 
Old Testament prophecy pointed toward a suffer- 
ing Messiah. See especially Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53. 

Verse 19.—Z7urnu again: ‘* Be converted” is incor- 
rect; the verb is active, not _— presenting the 

ositive side of repentance.—A/otted out: The figure 
is that of erasing. — Seasons of refreshing: Not 
‘‘times,” as in verse 21. The context clearly con- 
nects these ‘‘ seasons” with the return of the Mes- 
siah, which throughout the New Testament is repre- 
sented as contingent upon the repentance of the Jews 
as a body (Rom. 11 : 25, 26). 

Verse 20.—Zhe Christ who hath been appointed 
Jor you, even Jesus: The reference is to the Second 
Advent, about which the listeners may have had 
false views. Peter himself had not yet fully under- 
stood the world-wide mission of Christ. 

Verse 21.—Zkhe times of restoration: Moral and 
spiritual renovation, which will usher in the return of 
the Messiah.—H7zs holy prophets: The Old Testa- 
ment teems with predictions of these ‘‘times.” A 
notable passage is Jeremiah 31 : 31-34. 

Verse 25.—Somus.:-In a figurative sense.—Cove- 
nani: An arrangement, formal and sacred, between 
two parties; here;‘between God who promises and 
Abraham who accepts in faith. The first promise is 
recorded in Genesis 12 : 3, but is repeated elsewhere, 
not only to Abraham, but also to Isaac and Jacob. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 24 (Acts 3° 1-26) 


The Power of Faith | 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D:, Litt.D. 


S WE have already seen, these first Christians in 

A Jerusalem maintained the Jewish ritual, and to 

them, as to the other Jews, the temple was the 
place for the public service of prayer. 

Pity for human suffering—physical suffering as 
well as moral—was a marked feature of Jesus’ teach- 
ing; and probably the aspect of his work which most 
powerfully touched the hearts of the men amon 
whom he moved was the sympathy which he showe 
for their physical suffering. This compassion showed 
itself especially in medical attention to the sick. The 
universal experience of missionaries in modern times 
corroborates this observation: in mission-work no 
avenue leads more directly to the popular heart than 
the relief of disease and physical pain. It is there- 
fore natural that an incident such as this one should 
be still living in the memory of the poor Christians 


’ of Palestine when Luke was there in A.D. 57-59. 


The incident was of the nature of afaith-cure. As 
the accepted custom among ancient writers prevented 
Luke from stating exactly the evidence on which he 
relies, we cannot treat the cure as scientifically at- 
tested, nor have we the means of judging how far it 
was explicable as an ordinary phenomenon of medical 
practise working on the emotions and the belief. But 
the story is so lifelike and so circumstantial that its 
general features cannot be doubted by an unpreju- 
diced mind; and the important consequences that 
ensued helped to preserve it fresh in the popular 
memory and obtained for it a place in Luke’s brief 
history, where only important things are noticed. 

It has been doubted whether the faith by which the 
cure was effected was the faith of the man himself, 
or of the two apostles. Surely there should be no 
doubt. There must have been faith on his part, for 
without that he could not be cured. In Luke 7: 50 
the sinner was saved by her faith; in Luke 8 : 48 the 
sufferer was made whole by her faith. But there was 
also faith on the part of Peter and John. Without 
that also nothing was possible; and Peter lays special 
stress on this in his address to the multitude. The 
cure had been wrought, not by the power of the apos- 
tles, but ‘‘in the nameof Jesus Christ the Nazarene;”’ 
that is to say, by their faith in him. Where Jesus 
effected. a cure, faith was needed only on the one 
side. Where one of his followers effected a cure, 
faith on both sides was. needed. 

It lies also in the imperfect nature of Oriental popu- 
lar tradition as historical. authority that we get from 
Luke a very imperfect idea of the lapse of time. It 
is quite impossible to say whether weeks or months 
or years had passed since Pentecost. Luke himself, 
it is clear, had no knowledge on this point, and was 
not interested in it. Time was of no importance to 
him: the stages in the development of the Church 
filled his thought, and chronology passed out of his 
sight and mind. 

Peter's speech on this occasion marks a distinct 
advance in thought and philosophic power from that 
which he made at Pentecost. There is clearly appar- 
ent here the historian’s intention to indicate by means 
of these speeches the gradual development of view in 
the Church, whose standard is that of its leader, Peter. 
In the former speech the way of salvation was de- 
scribed as consisting of three steps: repentance, bap- 
tism, remission of sins; but the connection between 
these steps, the moral fact in the man which makes 
these three steps into one process, was not stated. 
Now the nature of this process is better understood 
and set forth in definite words by Peter. May we 
not believe that this step took place through the en- 
nobling influence of the remarkable incident? The 
consciousness of power brought the consciousness of 
knowledge: the two are different sides of one mental 
fact. The intense pity and desire to help gave Peter 
the power. As soon as the power was exerted, he 
knew how it acted, and on the instant he said to the 
spectators that this was not done by the apostles’ 
power or piety, but that the name of Jesus by faith 
in his name had effected the cure. hen he states 
again the lesson as to the way through repentance 
and remission of sins, omitting now the ceremony of 
baptism, but adding that the issue for the converts 
will be seasons of refreshing,—that is, revival,—in 
which the divine power should be shown on them and 
in them, 

But even yet Peter has not lost the dream or hope 
of a restoration of the Kingdom in Palestine: the con- 
summation shall be the sending of the Messiah among 
them. This Messiah, however, is the same Jesus 
whom they slew and who has returned to heaven. It 
is implied that the Kingdom of the Messiah shall be 
a local one, with Jerusalem and the temple as its cen- 
ter. A consciousness of the widening of the King- 
dom appears only in verse 26, ‘‘unto you first,”— 
that is, to Jews first and afterward to all men is the 
Servant of God sent. The conception of the divine 
plan and purpose is still imperfect in these speeches; 
but Peter and the Church with him were gradually 
awakening to fuller consciousness. 

The fixed earnest gaze of Peter and John on the 
lame man, and of the wondering crowd on the apos- 
tles, are noteworthy traits. The soul speaks best 
through the eyes; and this earnest gaze.is often men- 
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tioned in Acts as indicative of a certain lofty excita- 
tion of the whole inner, neture. > ‘ ; 
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Oriental Lesson -Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. . 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American ngregation in’ Beyrout 


CERTAIN man... whom they laid datly (v. 2). 
In the East, each blind or ~ beggar has 
a certain place at a certain hour of the day. 
This right becomes so far recognized that any in- 
truder would receive nothing from those who are 
accustomed to pass by, knowing the ordinary reciter 
of God’s promises to the merciful. Groups of them 
collect at church doors at the beginning or close of 
service: they are walking calendars of church festi- 
vals, and have a wonderful way of finding out when 
and where baptisms, marriages, and funerals are 
taking place. 

In Eastern lands it is reverently believed that 
God has his own reason for permitting infirmity and 
suffering. ‘Those who have inherited blindness or 
lameness are in a special way connected with God's 

ersonal purposes, and to attend to them is to be a 
ellow-worker with him. When a beggar comes to 
the door, and those within are unwilling or unable to 
give him anything, he is dismissed with the assur- 
ance, ‘‘God will give you.” He so far considers 
himself under God's special protection that he ac- 
cepts the refusal as a benediction, and turns silent] 
away. ‘Those whorefused to relieve his needs are left 
to make the best of the fact that they have recognized 
his sacred claims and declined to be fellow-workers 
with God. The beggar is sometimes an owner of prop- 
erty acquired by begging. He will refuse to enter a 
school for the blind in. which to learn the trade of 
chair-mending and basket-making, and even decline 
the offer of a surgical operation for the restoration of 
his sight, lest he might then have to work. 

The door... called Beautiful (v. 2). The door 
of a temple, church, or mosk, may have expended 
upon it the most costly elaboration of art, inasmuch 
as it is for the glory of God. Similarly with the door 
of a palace, as being the approach to the presence of 
one entitled to public honor. Among Orientals 
the Ottoman government is patriarchally named 
from the.door of the Sultan’s palace, the High Gate 
or Sublime Porte. On the other hand, private 
houses may be beautifully adorned within, but the 
entrance from the street is bya common and unpre- 
tentious doorway. The commandment forbids the 
coveting of a neighbor’s house; but there is also an 
unwritten statute that the owner of the house should 
avoid exciting cupidity, 
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“What I Have, That Give I Thee” 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


IKE the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the 

temple, the world of heathenism lies crippled, 

r, and unable to rise, at the door of the 

church of Christ. How powerless we often feel to 

give any adequate help! We are powerless indeed, 

unless that Power which wrought through Peter and 
John works through us. 

What the crippled world asks is not always, and 
not often, that which it most needs. People usually 
ask for alms: for food and clothing and money—the 
things that pass away, and leave the same need 
behind. What they need is the life-giving power 
that comes through faith in Christ Jesus. 

But how many of us fail to give at all because we 
have not the silver and gold to meet the great needs 
that are presented. God does not ask us to give 
what we have not, but he does ask us to give what 
we have. Weare responsible for that, and for that 
alone (2 Cor. 8 : 12). ave we money, or education, 
or influence, or talents, or sympathy,—these we may 
give in the name of Christ for the healing of nations. 

What a transformation it would mean if every 
Christian—man, woman, and child—gave to God’s 
work what they have to give! How the money 
would pour into the treasury! In place of an aver- 
age of fifty cents a member for missions each year 
from American Christians there would be at least 
ten times that amount: Some would give their mil- 
lions, and others their dimes; some would give them- 
selves, others their prayers and their testimony. 

But when we have given our best, we have still 
accomplished little or nothing. God must take it 
and make it effective—and he will. He takes our 
dimes or our dollars, our words, our prayers, our 
lives, and uses. them to accomplish wonders. The 
five loaves and two fishes, without Christ, were only 
enough for one or two, but with Christ they sufficed 
for the multitude. If we will give what we have, 
in the name of Christ, God will multiply it an hun- 
dredfold. , 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Chums.— Peter and John went up together (v. t, 
Auth. Ver.). I like that ‘‘ went up together.” That 
sounds chummy. Did you ever notice how the Bible 

uts its approval onchums? We studied David and 
Jonathan, the chums of the Old Testament, last year. 

hen Jesus himself paired his disciples off. The 
real meaning of chum is a room-mate. To-day we 
have Peter and John. Later we shall have Paul and 
Silas, Barnabas and Mark, and some others. Here 
is what the book says: Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12; Prov. 
27:17; 2 Corinthians 6: 14; Matthew 11: 29. If the 
two yoke fellows are not chums I'd like to know who 
are! This is the chum I want you fellows to have, 
and you will understand Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12 when 
you obey Matthew 11: 29. If you are any fellow’s 
chum, what will you do for him? Do folks say of 
your chum Jones, ‘‘ Jonesis all right so long as he runs 
with Smith!” Peter and John were going to church 
together. The sweetest friendships in the world are 
the Peter and John kind with Jesus (Mal. 3 : 16). 


The Glad Hand.— Door of the temple which is 
called Beautiful (v. 2). Churches in America don’t 
have exquisitely wrought doors, seventy-five feet 
high, to let folks in and out. But religious places 
ought to have much more beautiful doors. About a 
year ago one of the magazines sent a woman around 
to find cold welcomes in the churches. Of course she 
found what she was looking for, About the same 
time two mechanics went to a city to erect some ma- 
chinery. In the evenings one found the beer saloon, 
and the other the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. Here is a text for the cold welcome hunter : 
Prov. 18: 24, Auth. Ver. Yet it must be admitted 
that some people in _— place get too professional to 
keep the door beautiful. The other summer I had to 
spend a Sunday ina certain city. Opposite my hotel 
was a beautiful and costly Y. M. C. A. building, dis- 
playing a large signinviting men. Beinga Y. M. C.A. 
man I decided to go. I also decided to play the poor 
young man from the country to see what kind of a 
reception I would get. Well, I didn’t get any. Not 
even from the janitor, whom I approached.after the 
secretarial freeze. What makes the door Beautiful 
to such buildings is a GREAT Big WarM GLap Hanp. 


Christianity, Your Last Friend.— Peter, fastening 
his eyes upon him, ... said, Look onus(v. 4). When 
you build and endow a hospital, this will be a fine 
text to have chiseled on the front of it. Christianity 
has always had its eyes fastened on human misery 
from the day of. its founder. And Christianity’s 
message to the afflicted always is, ‘‘ Look on us.” 
Nearly all the money that comes to hospitals is from 
those who ‘‘ go up to the temple to pray.” Here is 
Christianity’s credential (Matt. 11 : 4-6). Human 
misery instinctively recognizes this, for it is around 
churches and along the way church people pass that 
human misery tries to place itself. There have 
always been libraries and colleges in India and 
China, but never any hospitals until Christianity put 
them there. Don’t you ‘thave any use”’ for Chris- 
tianity ? Remember, when you are friendless, when 

ou are in misery and distress, this same Christianit 
is the only thing in the whole wide world which will 
come to you and help you. 


Yes, She Can.—Si/ver and gold have I none (v.6. 
Every lawyer, doctor, engineer, tradesman, an 
artisan has a professional story which is a classic, 
The craft of Sunday-school teaching is no exception, 
Here is one that belongs to this verse. Every lesson- 
writer who has not become ashamed of it will give 
it. Innocent IV, the pope at Rome, was showing 
Thomas Aquinas through the Vatican treasures. 
‘*See, Thomas,” said the Pope, ‘‘ the church can no 
longer ae ‘Silver and gold have I none.’” ‘ True, 
Holy Father,” replied Thomas Aquinas, ‘‘ but neither 
can she say to the lame man, ‘ Arise and walk.’” 
But the story is no pret in spite of its venerable age, 
because the point of the story is not true. The church 
has indeed gotten rich, as she should according to 
God’s promise (Prov. 8: 18; Matt. 6: 33; Prov. 3: 
16; 1 Tim. 4: 8). But the church has taken her 
riches, and with them says to the lame, ‘‘ Arise and 
walk.” If you doubt it, visit the nearest hospital for 
crippled children. 


The First Object Sermon.— Ay faith in his name 
(v. 16). This second sermon was the first object 
lesson sermon ever preached. The object was a 
leaping lame man! hether the crowd understood 
the sermon or not they understood the cured man. 
They had known him for forty years, and they saw 
something had happened. And so down in the mill, 
—the fellows there are not much on following the 
argument of a sermon, but they are great on keep- 
ing close on the argument of a life. They will judge 
the Name entirely by the work that Name does in 
your daily life in the mill. There is no preacher in 
all the town who can preach as effectively as you fel- 
lows in mill and office. All you have to do is to give 
the fellows a little _taste.of the fruit of the Christian 
life (Gal. 5 : 22-25). 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 
tant conditions governing the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Woman With the Little Faith.— Ay faith in his 
name hath his name made this man strong, whom 
ye behold and know (Golden Text), There was a 
woman who had a reputation for simple faith that 
had reached to another woman who needed just such 
a faith, and who went to see her. ‘‘Are you,” she 
asked,‘' the woman with the great faith?” ‘ No,” 
was the wise reply, ‘‘I am not the woman with the 
great faith, but 74 the woman with the little faith 
in a great God."—Miss Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
Jord, Conn, From The Christian Endeavor World. 


What Came from an Act of Kindness.— Wai / 
have, that give I thee (vy. 6). It was blue Monday at 
the manse when a book-agent rang the bell. He 
had set out with high hopes of earning some money 
for a college course, but had lost money instead, and 
homesick, heartsore, disheartened, he came that 
rainy day to the house where the minister was 
wearied with his ministry, and the mistress of the 
manse was suffering with a nervous headache. ‘They 
could not spare the money for his book, but they 
did keep him by them for three days, and sent him 
out with a springy step and a refreshed spirit. The 
sequel came some years later when, at a meeting 
of Synod, the minister introduced to his wife one 
who had thrilled the audience with his eloquent pre- 
sentation of the truth, and who told her that the treat- 
ment he had received at the manse made him desire 
to be what seemed to him the noblest thing he had 
ever known, a Christian pastor.—/ames N. Knipe, 
Albany, N. Y. From American Messenger. 


Giving Away What Belongs to Another.— Whai / 
have, that give I thee (v. 6). One may give only 
that which-is his own. A storyin The Christian 
Advocate makes one of its characters say: ‘‘ Nancy, 
I would give all the world if I could feel a Christian’s 
comfort.” And Nancy replies: ‘‘ And that’s a brave 
speech, sir, to give what isn’t your own,—a pretty 
Fit I’m thinking, the Lord would think it. ould 

thank you if you said, ‘Nancy, I'll give you the 
house over yonder,’ when I know well enough it be- 
longs to Captain Nash? No, no; give God what 
belongs.to you, your own poor, broken, sinful heart, 
and he’ll make it clean,—see if he doesn’t.”—Mrs. 
EE. L. Miller, Peru, Ind. 


_ Worshiping the Missionary.— Or why fasten your 
eyes on us, as though by our own power or godli- 
ness we had made him to walk? (v. 12). In one of 
the mission fields a physician had been the means of 
restoring to health a beloved child. In their grati- 
tude the parents came and knelt at the feet of the 
doctor, worshiping her as if she had been a god. 
The missionary remonstrated, saying: ‘* We are not 
gods. Worship the true God.” ‘You must be a 
god,” they said; ‘*no one but a god could have 
saved our beloved from death.” The missionary 
then said: ‘*Suppose that I wished to bestow a 
valuable gift upon you, and sent it by the hand of 
one of your coolies, whom would you thank, the coolie 
or myself?” ‘* We should thank you, of course; the 
coolie is your servant.” ‘‘ And so am I God’s coolie,” 
said the missionary, ‘‘ by whose hand God has been 
paened to send you this gift of healing, and it is to 

im you must bow and give thanks.” And so at last 
their hearts turned to the true God.—Lo/¢tie R. Watl- 
ters, Norfolk, Va. Selected. The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. 


Mr. Sankey’s Last Days.— And by faith in his name 
hath his name made this man strong (v. 16). The 
Christian Advocate gives a glimpse of Mr. Sankeyin 
his closing days. For a long time he had been un- 
able to leave his house. The writer noticed on his 
last visit that the great singer was much emaciated. 
‘‘He did not think he would live two weeks. His 
sightless eyes were expressionless. We knew him 
well, had often conversed with him when he was in 
full vigor. ‘The recollection seemed to cause him a 
thrill. He invoked the blessing of God upon us, and 
thanked us, and after a little further conversation, 
we propounded to him this question: ‘ Mr. Sankey, 
does the Spirit of God and the power and truth of reli- 
gion seem to you as clear and strong as when the 
tens of thousands were hanging upon every word 
that came from your lips and congratulating you 
upon your popularity and success?’ He hesitated a 
moment, and said: ‘It is more powerful. Then 
there were many distractions. God and I are to- 
gether now most of the time.’”— Wzl/iam Jj. lari, 
D.D., Eariville, N. Y. 


The Infidel’s Tribute to His Rebuker.— And 7¢ shall 
be, that every soul that shall not hearken to that 
prophet, shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people (v.23). <A fierce discussion was overheard on 
a railway train between an infidel and a Christian 
by the late Rev. Mr. S of city, as to the 
divinity of Christ. As the minister was leaving the 
train the infidel angrily exclaimed, ‘‘ Jesus Christ is 
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only a prophet.” Upon which Mr, S——., looking fix- 
edly at the speaker, said: ‘‘And it shall come to 

that whosoever will not hear that prophet shall 
nee aces from among the people,”’ and passed 
out. A few months later he was laid in the grave. 
At the first service of his church after his death, a 
stranger asked permission to speak, and related the 
foregoing, adding in husky tones, “‘I was that infi- 
del, and traveled many miles to tell your pastor that 
his words under God were the means of bringing to 
a lost soul peace and pardon. I deeply grieve that I 
am too late to thank him, but gladly give this tribute 
and rejoice that I am now a new man in Christ 
Jesus."— Mrs. M. B. Chipman, Wolfville, Nova 
Scotia, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we who have 
heard thy call to arise lift up our glad hearts in thankfulness 
to thee for thy great lovingkindness. Only by thy power are 
we able to walk with eagerness and joy along the path where 
once we could only wait miserably for help. lord, give us the 
spirit of the disciples of old, who could not keep to themselves 
the blessings of thy love ; and teach us liberality in the out- 
giving of thy gifts in such measure as we have received. So 
may we render praise and honor to thee in daily deeds of 
service. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Is there any one good me | 
yee haven’t been able to do, that you wish God woul 

elp you to do? You needn’t answer aloud. Is 
there a habit that holds you prisoner? Are you lame 
in any part of your life? Then this lesson is a clear 
call to you. I’m going to put two plain words on the 
board—hopeful, urgent, cheery words: 


ARISE—WALK 


WHY NOT TO-DAY ? 














And underneath, a question, Why not to-day? 
There isn’t anything that can keep you down if you 
will arise and walk, in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth. Just test the truth of that. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
** To-day thy mercy calls me.”’ 
‘* Tell me the old, old story.”’ 
‘* Art thou weary, art thou languid.”’ Psalm or, = a 
‘The Lord is rich and merciful.”’ “" (94 : 1-4. 
Psalm 49 : 3-6. 
‘*How sweet the name of Jesus Ses ae 16 
sounds.” es Ae 3 
Me ; Psalm 20 : 1-7. 
‘** Love divine, all love excelling.”’ (23: 1-6. 37: 
‘*My God, is any hour so sweet."’ Psalm 146 : 1-6. 
‘*O where is He that trod the sea.’ (217 316: 
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Psalm 48 : 7-10. 


(64 : 1-3. ror : 1-4.) 


140 : 1-4.) 
: 3-5) 


1-6. ) 


> 1-5. I-5.) 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 


is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


The lame man healed 


Monday.—Acts 3 : I-11 } 
Tuesday.—Acts 3 : 12-26 
Wednesday.—Luke 5 : 17-26 
Thursday.— Matt. 10 : I-15 

po Se ee ee ee 
Saturday.—1 John ir. .....-. 
Sunday.—John 3 : 9-21 


. » The word of power 

» « « » Power to heal 

- ««». «A vision of joy 
- « « Sin and repentance 
- . « « Life by faith 


Lesson-Light on Social Problems 
By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor 


T WAS acommon sight that met Peter and John 
as they went to church that day. Alongside the 
road there were beggars; blind, crippled, 

maimed. Abject and pitiful was their condition, for 
there was practically no hope for them. The old men 
and women, the helpless little children, the sick and 
the destitute—who cared for them, in that day when 
life was counted so cheap? Into the ditch they were 
flung when they died, for had not pot pepe oo 
declared that these common people had no souls— 
that they were simply on a level with the dogs that 
served as city scavengers ? 

But the teaching of Christ has changed all this. 
He showed the world how highly God values a human 
soul, even though that soul belongs to a slave ora 
workingman. Slowly have these changes come, but 
to-day we have an endless number of orphan asylums 
for the little children, deaf and dumb institutions for 
those who can neither hear nor speak, blind asylums 
for the sightless, and hospitals for the help of those 
who are afflicted with every manner of disease. 
None too poor, and none so far gone, but that a 
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physician may be enlisted, or an asylum found, to 
supply their needs. 

e spirit of Christ inthe hearts of men has done 
all this, and the church has supplied the bulk of the 
men and the money for its accomplishment. Let 
him who sneers at the social weakness of the church 
to-day glance at the long list of apr ceay se 0 and 
benevolent organizations which fill the Charity Or- 
ganization Society and other Directories, carefully 
scrutinizing the names of the managers, and he will 
find the church at work in a scientific and collective 
manner, seeking through its inspired membership 
to minister to the poor and the needy. And no 
one is doing as much as the church in this direction. 

It was not cizilization, simply, which could accom- 
plish these wonderful works. The people living in 
the times of Peter and John were far advanced in mere 
civilization. ‘The greatest philosophers of the world’s 
history had given their messages. But still were 
men regarded as brutes, and killed off like flies. 

‘Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
our own power or holiness we had made this man to 
walk?” asked Peter. It was ‘‘in the name of Jesus 
Christ” that the lame man had been commanded to 
rise up and walk, And while this formula has not 
always been employed, it has been Christ’s influence 
on the world that has made the great physical, 
social, and philanthropic advances possible. 


New York Ciry. 
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Home Department Lesson Talks 
By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


Dr. Burdette will alternate with Mrs. Annie Trumbull 
Slosson in the conduct of this new lesson department 
for the members of the Home Department. 


AME from his birth, he was carried and laid 
daily at ‘‘the gate of the temple which is 
called Beautiful,” to beg of the passers by. 

They had to do something with him. Por he was 
poor ; and helpless ; anda beggar ; a great burden 
to the community ; a greater burden to his friends ; 
and the greatest burden to himself. And he had 
been a burden ever since the hour he was born. 

But helplessness and poverty are not burdensome 
—to Love. This cripple-beggar came into the 
world a living, daily, hourly joy. His very weakness 
and dependence made him dear—oh, sodear. How 
dear, only a mother can know. When they laid him 
in his-mother’s arms, a tiny bundle of helplessness, 
warm and soft and sweet, snuggling with feeble 
strength into her arms, how she smiled to hear him 
cry! With her own weak arms, how closely she 
drew him into her caresses, held him close to her 
warm breast, and smiled again and thanked God, 
and wept for love and joy as he fell asleep at the 
dear fount of life. Her baby boy! He was helpless, 
and naked, and penniless, and had to be held, and 
carried, and fed and clothed. But he wasn’t a bur- 
den. No more than a strong, rich, able-bodied man 
of forty-five years is a burden to God. He may be 
just as poor and helpless and weak—he may be blind, 
in addition—but he isn’t a burden tothe Heavenly 
Father. No one is a burden to Almighty Love. 

The baby grew. And one day the mother, stooping 
to the floor with the little burdenless burden in her 
arms, stood him on his feet, and cooed in mother 
fashion to her nestling dove that it was time for him 
to learn to walk. But the weak little legs doubled 
under his tiny weight. Hecould not stand. It was so 
much sweeter to be picked up and carried. ‘‘ He is 
too little,” cooed the mother, and picked him up and 
carried him on her heart as before. Then one other 
day shetried again. And again she said, ‘‘ My baby 
is too little ; he musn’t try to walk yet.” And another 
day, and yet another time, she tried. Until at last, 
one bitter day, she tried just once more. And then 
she laid him on his little bed, and bowed her white, 
frightened face upon him, and tried to pray. But 
the broken heart could only sob—for it knew at last 
the truth it had feared. The sweetness of the gift of 
God had turned to wormwood, Her soul cried out 
for help and sympathy—for pity and love. Nay, it 
cried out in rebellion. Why had God forgotten ner 
baby, after he had given the little son toher? How 
could he forget her little one—how could he? How 
could he? 

Ah, but God never forgets. When we can’t walk, 
he stoops down, liftsus up into the Everlasting Arms, 
and carries us. I’ve seen him carrying men fifty 
and seventy and ninety years old. This man—forty 
years they carried him in their arms—friends whom 
God made tender-hearted and strong-armed with 
love. Through childhood, and youth, and young 
manhood, and into middle life. He didn’t want to be 
carried, now that he was a man. He wanted to 
walk, to work, to grow weary; to see his hands 
callous, to feel his back ache with a burden ; to eat 
bitter bread in the salt sweat of his face, to toil early 
and late to feed other helpless mouths; he wanted 
some one tobedependentupon him. And he wanted 
to die. God knows how many times he prayed for 
death. But God, sitting beside him there at the 
Beautiful Gate, was warding death away from him. 
For he was keeping him for strength, and life, and 
joy. And whenthe day came that the man had 
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faith in the Name of Jesus Christ, all these things 
came to him as the sunrise comes to the longest 


ight. 

’ When they carried this man out of the house in the 
morning, where could they carry him? What was 
there for the poor and the helpless, the blind and 
the wretched ; the weak and the sinful? There was 
the street, the highway, among the dogs and the 
vermin. In the storm, and the cold. And there 
were prisons—thousands of them. And dungeons ; 
dark and cold and loathsome, for the unfortunates. 
Aud there were gallows, scaffolds, torture cham- 
bers ; stakes, and fagots, for the burning of men 
and women and little children. Where could they 
carry this afflicted man? Where was there any 
place for the wretched, the unfortunate, the suffer- 
ing? 

In all this world of wealth and beauty there was 
but one place for him. The ‘‘Gate Beautiful.” 
Where was that? ‘There was but one in all the 
world of wisdom and statecraft and strength and 
compassion. That was at the house of God, open- 
ing inward into the church,—*‘ My Father’s House,” 
Jesus loved to call it. And when they laid the crip- 
ple there, they laid him at the feetof Jesus. And all 
the long-deferred joy and sweetness and strength of 
his life came to him there. And from that day the 
world—the world that tolerates the church, the 
world that despises it, the world that hates it, the 
world that persecuted it—learned to bring its poor 
and helpless and suffering to the doors of the 
church. The only place in the world for hunger 
and neglect, for sorrow and sin, for heart-ache and 
love-bunger, for weariness and despair. ‘I am 
the door,” said Jesus, That is the Gate which is 
called Beautiful. 
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Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 








HAT names were given in our Christmas text 
for the baby who was born in the city of 
David? Review: ‘ For unto you is.born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.” Before the baby was born, an angel had 
said to Mary,‘ His name shall be called——?” Jesus. 
(Write it and begin to teach): 


** There is no name so dear on earth, 
No name so sweet in heaven, 
The name, before his wondrous birth, 
To Christ the Saviour given.’’ 


I think his mother and his disciple friends used 
this name most often, for we find it so many times in 
the stories of his life written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, and in this book of the Acts. Show 
them, and let one of your teachers sing one verse of 
‘Jesus, thy name I love.” 

Christians close their prayers by asking God to 
hear and answer and bless ‘‘for Jesus’ sake,” or ‘‘In 
Jesus’ name” (add In and Name). The Book of 
Acts tells how he heard and answered the prayer of 
two of his disciples who remembered his promise: 
‘*If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.” 

The Holy Spirit had been helping these disciples 
to preach and teach, so that many believed, and the 
little company with which their church began had 
grown to thousands. They were never too busy to 
pray, so one day Peter and John were going together 
to the temple at the hour of prayer. When near the 
Beautiful Gate of the — a lame man asked for 
help. Every day somebody carried him to that gate 
because so many people passed by. (Perhaps you 
can suggest a similar familiar local character.) Some- 
times people hurried by without noticing the lame 
beggar, but Peter and John stopped, and Peter said, 
‘** Look on us,” because they felt sorry for him. 

Of course he expected money, but Peter said: 
“Silver and gold have I none, but what I have, that 
give I thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth, walk.” Do you think he could? To encourage 
him, Peter took hold of his right hand and helped 
him up. Right away his feet and ankle-bones felt 
stronger. Perhaps he wondered whether he might 
fall if Peter let go. He forgot the crowd coming to 
the temple, for he could stand alone for the first time 
in his life. He jumped, and his ankles kept firm and 
Straight. He began to walk, and tried his feet and 
ankles in many ways, and felt so happy that he 
couldn’t keep still, so began praising God. As he 
went into the temple with Peter and John, what kind 
of a prayer do you think he prayed? The people 
coming to the temple wondered to see a man forty 
years old acting like that, running, jumping, singing, 
and praising. As they looked more closely, they 
knew he was the man who used to sit and beg, and 
many people ran to the porch of Solomon’s temple to 
see him with Peter and John as they came from prayer. 

When Peter saw the crowd, he said, ‘t Why are 
you so astonished, looking at us as though we our- 
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selves had made this man to walk?” Then he told 
the story of Jesus: 


- Jesus lived om this-earth, - 

e went about doing good, 
He was crucified and buried, 
He rose from the dead, 

He went back to heaven, 

He sent his Holy Spirit, 

The Holy Spirit is our helper, 
And we are his witnesses. 


Then he added: ‘‘ His name, through faith in his 
name, hath made this man strong.” It was so won- 
derful that many men believed, and people talked 
about it for many days. 

If possible, show the emblem of the King’s Daugh- 
ters, or draw it or cut it out and fasten to the board, 
— their pledge of service ‘‘In His Name.” 

or review or home work, the children could draw, 
cut, or tear a gate in the temple wall (a strip of 
paper). 

t, from a square of ow folded into quarters the 
King’s Daughters’ emblem could be cut or torn, or 
each child could trace and cut out his own hand as a 
reminder of. Peter’s helping hand. Write, ‘‘In His 
Name” on whichever one is used. Close your lesson 
with ‘‘All hail the power of Jesus’ name,’ 

Cuicaco, ILL. e 


My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: ‘If you want to fix a thing in the 
mind, draw it.” 

Before class I gave tablet, paper and pencil 
to each girl, and began the lesson by asking the girls 
who were assigned the work last week to describe 
the diagram of the temple. They did fairly well. 
I asked the class to sketch quickly from dictation and 
with me, a very simple plan of the temple. Then 
we numbered the sections. 1. Holy of Holies. 2. 
Holy Place, etc. I asked them to keep the paper 
and look at it now and then, for in the quarter's test 
I should ask them to sketch it. I then showed a 

icture of the council hall of the Sanhedrin (Pelou- 
bet’s Notes on Acts), and asked the girls assigned the 
question to tell about it. I emphasized the fact that 
Peter and John worshiped in the temple and honored 
the Sanhedrin. 

I began the lesson proper abruptly—‘' There was 
such a.difference between the Beautiful Gate and 
the wretched creature who lay beside it. /¢ was (see 
Mackie, paragraph 3). He was born with the disease 
which had made him helpless for forty years—just a 
miserable beggar.” Why was he thereat the temple, 
Ethel? (assigned last week.) Yes, there he would 
stay until at the close of the day friends carried him 
home. The day of our lesson was just like every 
other so far as he could know. What hour, Elinor? 
The worshipers were going into the court—he 
reached out his hand for alms, scarcely noticing them, 
when—tell us, Elsie. Her description was brief, but 
graphic, and I added, ‘‘Suppose it had been this 
morning and at our church!” 

After a moment they said, ‘‘ A crowd would gather,” 
‘*everybody would be excited,” ‘‘they would all try 
to see the lame man,” ‘‘I think I should want to see 
the man who made him walk.” 

Yes, they crowded into Solomon’s porch. There 
was the lame man, doing what, Florence? As the 
people pressed about them, Peter motioned them 
aside and began tospeak. I called on different girls 
to read from the twelfth to the twenty-first verses. 
Again Peter was a splendid witness. ‘‘Give the 
honor not to us, but to Jesus, the promised Christ, 
whom you crucified,” he said. But a stronger wit- 
ness than Peter was there. As Peter preached, there 
was the lame beggar walking, after forty helpless 
years. 

Why do I say he was a stronger 'witness than 
Peter? ‘*Because they knew he had been lame.” 
‘** All could see that he had been cured.” ‘‘It was so 
wonderful.” ‘‘ Nobody could deny it; he was there.” 

Yes, they all knew him, and while Peter told of 
the power of Christ, there he stood as proof of it. 
The most powerful witness is not always the one who 
preaches. Others are needed to prove what he says, 

To illustrate the point, I gave twoinstances. One, 
a man who through Christ’s help overcame the drink 
habit. I pictured the difference in his home and the 
effect of his victory on his neighbors. The other, a girl 
who believed Christ could help her overcome a quick 
temper and a mean way of saying things. Her 
brother’s testimony, ‘‘The best sermon I know is 
Alice.” One girl in class gave a good illustration. 

A brief appeal was made. ‘‘ Our pastor preached to- 
day the very same things about Christ’s power that 
Peter did.’’ There was no lame man as a witness to 
prove them. Who must? Let us begin as soon as 
we get home—perhaps on the way. 

Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


The lesson just taught was assigned to be written 
in the note-books under the title, ‘‘ The Lame Man— 
A Witness.” 

One girl was given clippings about Annas and 
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Caiaphas, to reproduce, and a second was asked to 
ae a short description of the high priest and his 

uties (Foster's ‘‘Story of the Bible,” page 123). A 
third, to tell about the scribes, Two girls were asked 
to tell about Sadducees and Pharisees. I was care- 
ful in assigning topics, that the girls who had no 
_— topic last week should have the hard ones. 

he an questions were assigned to the rest of 
the class: hy should the rulers object to the heal- 
ing of a lame man? Were Peter and John right in 
deciding to obey God rather than the rulers? Give 
two reasons for your answer. 

FITCHBURG, Mass, 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HE names, Peter and John, gave us a chance to 
hear from our ‘‘specialist’’on biography. And 
right royally did he respond, with a brief life- 

sketch of each, We needed no device to get our 
minds back to A.D. 30, for thinking of those men’s 
lives took us right back. 

The “temple ” would have called out the boy who 
took ‘: buildings,” but he was absent. He will tell 
us about it later. We talked about the prevalence of 
the diseased and sick in the East at that time, and 
the great number of beggars, then and now. What 
did the man ask for? Toon. yes. Do you suppose 
he knew who Peter and John were? One of the fel- 
lows thought he did, for the two disciples were well- 
known in Jerusalem then. How was he afflicted ? 
Lame. Could he get around readily then? And if 
he oeeenn © aie around perhaps he hadn't even heard 
of Peterand John. Well, he got more than he asked 
for—he got health and strength. How did he come 
to get such ablessing? ‘‘ Faith,” said one; (it’s such 
an easy answer and fits so often, that I have learned 
to challenge it). Whose faith? His faith, one said. 
But didn’t you agree that he possibly didn’t know 
even who Peter and John were? Puzzled. Look at 
verse 16. Any light? Right here we talked it over, 
each fellow having his say. (To get to this free, 
natural stage, I count a vital part of every lesson.) 

I made no attempt to settle this point, but I told 
the class that God often honored the faith of one 
person in behalf of another. I pictured the boy who 
got to going in the wrong direction, and went down 
and down through the years till as a man he was all 
sin-scarred; I pictured the mother who never gave 
him up, no matter how low he got, but whose prayers 
followed him morning, noon, and night, and in the 
middle of the night. (I made no application here; 
their faces told me enough of what they felt for that 
heartbroken mother.) Phen, how often, that very 
fellow —drunkard, tough, and almost brute—has 
come to Jesus Christ and has become a new man! 
Oh, yes; God seems to honor the prayer of one per- 
son for another. I wonder if it was the faith of 
Peter and John that put this man on his feet! Any- 
way, it would be the man’s faith that would keep him 
there, wouldn't it ? 

That verse 6 took our attention a while. It is the 
principle that saves us from selfishness. We may 
have little money to help others; but ‘‘such as I 
have” we may share, There are a good many 
things more valuable than money at certain times, 
and they’re the things we all may have,—sympathy, 
thoughtfulness, and the like. Good things for boys 
to have, at home and elsewhere. Good things to 
share with father and mother and brother and sister. 
And you and I have the privilege of being the trans- 
mitters of power to those who are sick with sin and 
need new strength. Peter and John were good wit- 
nesses, fellows; so may we be. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
Chapter 4 tells about a trial. State briefly the fol- 
lowing facts about it: Who were the judges? Who 
were the prisoners? What was the charge against 
them? What defense did the prisoners make ? hat 
was the verdict? Was the verdict carried out ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
*% 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Healing of the Lame Man and Peter’s 
Appeal for Repentance in View of the Speedy 
Return of Christ 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 3 : 1-26). 
{For each member of the Bible class. 


OW much time passed between the events of 
Pentecost and the incident related in this les- 
son is uncertain. It may have been many 

months or but afew. Probably the interval was not 
great. At all events, the incident exhibited the point 
of view of the Christian community at the very be- 
ginning. The apostles no less than the disciples 
were upheld and encouraged by the thought that 
their Lord was to return very soon to complete his 
work, and that he was delayed chiefly by the lack of 
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general repentance among his people. Their out- 
lodk was rather limited. They were interested in 
the spiritual welfare of Judaism rather than in that 
of the world asa whole. They did not exclude that 
world from participation in the blessings of the Mes- 
sianic age, but they failed to realize that it would re- 
ceive them through any other channel than Judaism. 

The Christian community was faithful in the per- 
formance of religious duties. Their leaders went 

ladly ‘‘up into the temple at the hour of prayer.” 

hey regarded their new faith as the perfected form 
of the national religion, not as a substitute for it. 

Of the many ‘‘ wonders and signs” done by the 
apostles at this period, the one related was promi- 
nent, because it was the occasion of the first conflict 
with the Jewish authorities, It created such a stir 
that the rulers could no longer ignore the movement. 
Judaism was tolerant of manifold eccentricities on 
the part of those who were faithful to its essential 
demands, But these enthusiasts began to teach the 
people and to proclaim, in the sacred precincts of the 
temple, doctrines to which its guardians objected. 

The miracle itself stirred the multitude. All saw 
that a noteworthy cure had been wrought, and they 
flocked to the great portico which ran along the east- 
ern Side of the temple, where Peter addressed them. 

The speaker first explained the miracle as being 
wholly due to the power of the glorified Messiah, ex- 
hibited in his life of holiness as God’s own repre- 
sentative. He then declared that Jesus was willing 
to overlook their sin as a nation if there should be a 
general national repentance, and to grant the bless- 
ings they desired. Meanwhile Jesus would await that 
time. he Messianic age had dawned in the Pente- 
costal outpouring and in the organization of the 
Christian community as the nucleus of the Israel to 
be; it actually waited’ on the proper preparation of 
Israel through repentance. They had the first chance. 
Through them would the world, too, be blessed. 

We see from this address that the interest of the 
apostles was directed at this time toward their coun- 
trymen. To the thought that all mankind was to 
receive the Messianic blessings they were not hostile, 
but as yet they had not considered seriously the prob- 
lem of the race. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


A leaflet containing suggestions for the successful conduct of a 
Bible class, and giving the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for four cents in stamps. 

Bartlett’s New-Century Bible commentary on Acts 
is very helpful-in relation to this incident. Good- 
speed’s ‘‘ Messianic: Hope” will help to make clear 
the Messianic thinking of that day. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 


The practical sequence to the recognition of Divine 
power in action is the yielding of obedience to his 
commands. 

Peter and John. Why these two? Though so 
unlike in personality, how were they related to each 
other ? 

To the Temple to Pray. Why was it entirely nat- 
ural and logical that they should continue to be scru- 
pulous observers of Jewish ordinances ? 

The Cure of the Beggar. What three unusual 
features were exhibited in this miracle ? 

Peter's Address at the Porch. How did he ex- 
plain the cure? What appeal did he make ? 

The Messianic Restoration. Where did Peter say 
that the Messiah was? When was he to appear in 
his glory? 

IV. For Home Stupy on Next WeeEx’s Lesson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 

1. Why did the temple officers arrest the apostles ? 
2. To what sect did the officers predominantly be- 
long? 3. What did they try to force Peter to do? 
4. What was the result of their threats ? 

WasHBURN COLLEGE, TopeKA, Kansas. 





| For Children at Home 





The Spinners 
A Toggles Story 
By Frederick Hall 


a mean and Johnny (who lived neighbor across 
the orchard, two fields, and the wood lot) had 

followed the little creek, a new way they had 
never been before, down to where it empties into the 
big creek, and there, right on the bridge you cross 
when you go to town, they found the spinners, and 
were puzzled. 

For a long time now they had known just what to 
do about birds, and ants, and toads, and frogs, and 
mosquitoes—you always killed mosquitoes, but about 
spiders it never had been settled, and here was the 
whole bridge fairly swarming with them—a thousand, 
Toggles said, and they actually counted sixty of them 
before they got tired; spiders with fat black: bodies 
as. big..as. a; good-sized: hazelnut; awkward-looking, 
_ wiry.legs, and an array of webs,that, made the whole 
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bridge look as if the fairies had. been using it for . 


clothes-bars. 
before. é 

‘*Let’s snap ‘em off into the ¢réek,” suggested 
Johnny. ‘* Maybe some fish will jump for ’em.” 

‘ Let's think about it first,” said’ Toggles. ‘‘ Maybe 
they’re helping us some y, like grandpa showed 
us that the toads were.” 

“3 Helping !” and Johnny was inclined to be quite 
scornful. ‘‘ Don’t they make cobwebs all over where 
they ought not to? Doesn’t your grandma drive out 
a one that gets into the house? My mother 

aes.” 

**Yes, that’s so,” answered Toggles, ‘‘ but these 
ones aren’t making cobwebs where they ought not 
to. Nobody ever dusts off a bridge, and I think it 
even makes it look prettier to have cobwebs on it, 
*specially when there’s. dew on ’em like there must 


They never had seen anything like it: 


be early in the morning. You know yourself how 


pretty pe | look on the grass. Besides, spiders catch 
flies, and guess your mother drives out flies every 
single day.’ 

‘* But spiders bite folks,” retorted Johnny. ‘* My 
brother had a spider bite him on the foot once, right 
down between the toes—we always thought it was a 
spider—and it got awful sore, and he couldn’t walk 
on it for most a month.” 

‘* Was that this kind of a spider ?”’ asked Toggles. 

**T don’t know.” 

‘*Maybe it was a different kind of spider, and 
maybe there are some good kinds of spiders and 
some bad kinds.” 

‘*How do you mean?” 

‘*Well, like there are of bugs. There’s lady-bugs, that 
grandpa says don’t hurt things, and really are kind 
of pretty; and then there are potato-bugs that we've 
been fighting mostly all the summer, and still they’re 
spoiling the potato-vines. Maybe it’s that way.” 

‘*T don’t believe there are any good kind of spiders.” 

It looked as if Johnny were getting the best of the 
argument, Toggles had had to use so many ** maybes,’ 
but just then there came to him a new idea, and he 
said : 

‘* Let’s watch ’em.” 

So they watched them, 

There was a big fellow just in front of them who 
seemed to be repairing his web. One strand was 
loose, and it was very interesting to see how deftly 
his crawly-looking legs (or maybe they were hands) 
gathered it up and rolled it into a ball. 

‘* Lots better than we could do it,” as Johnny said. 

Then Johnny went farther down the bridge, and:in 
a moment he called: 

‘*Come. Come here quick. Aw, you’ve missed it.’’ 

And when Toggles wanted to know what he had 
missed, Johnny explained that just that moment a 
honey bee—‘‘ maybe it was one of your grandpa’s—”’ 
had gotten tangled in the web and was making a 
dreadful ado about it, when out rushed the spider 
from a crack between two boards and cut the web, so 
that he flew away. 

‘*T guess the spider was afraid of Mr. Bee,” ex- 
claimed Johnny, 

‘‘Or maybe,” suggested Toggles, ‘‘maybe they 
were friends and he had not meant to catch him but 
it was just an accident ; like a hunter setting a trap 
and maybe catching a dog.” 

‘* Maybe,”’ assented Johnny. 

They must have stood for a half hour, watching 
the many spiders and finding out no end of new and 
curious things about them. Meanwhile they had 
forgotten all about snapping them off into the creek, 
but, just as they.were leaving to go home, another 
idea came to Toggles. 

‘*T’ll tell you,” he exclaimed, ‘‘ I don’t know surely 
but I believe these spiders are helping us after all. 
Do you remember the night grandpa took us both 
S rowing, down here on the big creek, in Mr. Smith's 

at?” 

Of course Johnny remembered. 

‘* Well, you know how the little flies were swarming 
here, just like a snow storm? And you swallowed 
one ?” 

They both chuckled, for it had been very funny. 

‘* Well, I just believe these spiders have made their 
webs here on the bridge to catch those flies.”’ 

It looked reasonable, and when Toggles reached 
home he told the whole story to grandpa and asked 
him about it. 

‘*Of course, I’m not sure,” he explained, ‘‘ because 
I never though of it until we were on the way home 
and then we didn’t remember surely if we had seen 
any of that kind of flies caught in the webs and we 
were too tired to go back and look but I think that 
was it and anyway, it was very interesting watching 
those spiders.” 

‘*T really don’t know, forsurely, either,”” answered 
grandpa, ‘‘ whether that was why they made their 
cobwebs there or not; but, as you say, it looks so. 
I’m very sure though that you did the right thing 
about not snapping them off into the creek, for when 
you see any kind of animals, little or big, the one 
thing that you can always be certain about is. that 
they want to keep on living and so it’s never a good 
plan to kill them unless there is a very good and a 
very sure reason for it.” 


Dunpeg, ILL. 
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Workers’ Questions Answered 





Alternating every other week with Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the general work in the Sunday-school, other specialists 
will answer here queries in their classified fields of work. 


Primary and Junior Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—As the junior superintendent in our 
school, I teach the International Lessons to the entire depart- 
ment, except that occasionally the class teachers give the story, 
and I sum up or pull the lesson together. At other times I 
give the approach to the lesson, and then let the teachers have 
the rest of the time. 1 cannot draw well, and I am sure these 
pupils would not tolerate the imagina‘ive work used in the 

rimary grades. Can you suggest whatI ought to do with the 
biack » and must I use it every week ?—K. L. M. 

Use the blackboard when necessary, and because 
it will make clear your teaching, but do not use it for 
the sake of using it. You are right in thinking that 
the imaginative sort of drawings are not enjoyed by 
the junior boy or girl. They are helped, however, 
by the writing of statements or sentences which sum 
up the lesson, or which, when used at the beginning 
of the lesson, provoke thought. A question placed on 
the board at the beginning of the lesson will stimu- 
late the classes in seeking the answer. Avoid the 
acrostic type of work or the alliterative forms, for the 
simple statements are better suited to these grades. 
You will find the blackboard useful in assisting your 
pupils with their Bible references. So, if before school 
you will write upon the board the Bible references 
you wish them to use when you are teaching the les- 
son, they will have time to hunt them-up and mark 
them with slips of. paper. The Bible ought to be 
used by the pupils every Sunday, but, as they can- 
not find references easily, it distracts their attention 
and breaks the interest if they are asked to do it at 
the time of the lesson. 

This method of using the board will suggest other 
methods. Use it for outline-map drawing. If you 
have a blackboard with two sides available you can 
let the map stand from week to week, having the place 
of the lesson added each week, or the journey traced. 
These pupils have not only an idea of direction; but 
more or less knowledge of geography, and that knowl- 
edge should be taken advantage of with the Sunday- 
school teaching. % Fas ¢ 


DETROIT, MICH.—Can you give me the verse for the 
Cradle Roll about a ‘‘ bow of pink or blue,’’—also a welcome 
and prayer verse or song.—J. A. J. 


The verses you ask for are as follows: 


Bow of Pink 


** Little Cradle, do you think, 
With your bows of blue and pink, 
You can faithful be and true 
To the name we trust to you? 


** As we lay it gently there, 
We will add this loving prayer, 
That the little baby face 
In our class may find a place.”’ 


Cradle Roll Welcome 


** Another new baby we welcome to-day, 
To him a new name has been given ; 
We’ll give him a place in our dear Cradle Roll, 
For of such is the kingdom of heaven. 


** A glad new name for the Cradle Roll, 
A name for the baby small ; 
A name for the home, and the baby so dear, 
May God bless all, bless all.’’ 


Cradle Roll Song 


** We bring another baby, 

Dear Lord, to thee to-day, 

Thou lovest these tiny children, 
Caring for them alway. 

Help us, as the older children, 
To set them examples good, 

Showing them love and kindness, 
As those who know thee should.” 


(Sung with closed eyes.) 
*¢ Bless all our cradle babies, 
Wherever they may be ; 
Although they’re in homes so scattered, 
Thou every one dost see. 
We love them and thou dost love them, 
Oh! may they grow up to be 
A band of little Christians, 
Obedient, Lord, to thee. 


These words were written to be sung to the chorus of 
‘Lord bless the little children, wherever they may 
be.” Music by D. B. Towner. 


Cradle Roll Prayer 
** God bless the babies on our Cradle Roll, 
Bless them and keep them throughout each glad day. 
Watch them in daylight, and-guard them in darkness ; 
May they-grow gentler and sweeter eachday.’’ » 7 


Amen.”’ 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 24 (Acts 3: 1-26) 
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THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 
TOWN 










This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
surroundings, hat is why the But- 
cher keeps fis tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 


“I MADE $12 bay 


Selling This 7-Piece Kitchen Set” 
of H. &. CUNNINGHAM. 














are coining money— 
selling from 50 to 500 
sets per week. You 
Ai) can it. Send your 
hi address oer and let 

us PROVE IT. Experi- 
mce unneceasary., We 


e « Wi 
Hi show you how to make 
a 8 to #0 a day. OUT- 
H F to workers. 


ji THOMAS MFG. Co. 
~414 Home Bidg. 





Dayton, Ohio 











PULPITS Platform Chairs, Sunday School Seats, 
§ Collection Piates, Church Pews, School 
Desks, a Chairs, es an 
4) Bank Furniture, Office Desks. ( 
Ask tor Catalog by number only 
C 124€hareh F’rnit’rejSehool Desks S 124 
L 1244 e Furniture] Opera Chairs O 124 
| B 124Bank Furnitare|OMece Desks D 124 
>E. B. STAFFORD MFG. C8., 

















GIPSY SMITH’S 


HYMNS 


HALLOWED serene 


By 1. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY - 
$25 per hundred 35c. each by mall 
Returnable samples mailed to * earnest inquirers”’ 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


SACRED ORCHESTRA MUSIC 25 zec.cers 


in your Sunday-school send for our list of new sacred 
orchestra selections. We have some beauties. Fill- 
more Music House, 528 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


LEARN VETERINARY DENTISTRY 
+ Sar $2000 a year. We teach you at home in 


three months of your spare time 

id trv an gg gage and ey diploma wit Doutai 
‘articulars ee. et eterina en 

Coliege, Detroit, Mich. ” 


FUROPE—Stier MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 











Other tours, feng and short, at | 


most moderate rates. App 
Temple Tours, 8—C. B St.,E » Mass. 


OLY LAND —Keypt and much of Europe. April to 
July. Eleventh Orientaltour. Fine accommoda- 
Rev. Ray Allen, Rochester, N. Y 


BIBLICAL COURSE By Mail. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


Agents Wanted 


AGENTS-—$300 every month selling our wonderful 
seven-piece Kitchen Set. Send for sworn state- 

ment of $12 daily prem. OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 

facturing Co., 316 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 








tions, low rates. 

























Hundreds of ple die 
yearly from blood poison- 
ing cau ed by cutting corns. A-O@OHN 
(| SALVE avoiisalli risk. Sure, quick and 
painless. 16 ets. at druggist’sor by mail 
Giant Chemical Co.. Philadelphia. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, January 24, 1909. 


Life Lessons for Me from the Book of 
Genesis (Gen. 1 : 1-8, 26-31). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Temptation (Gen. 3 : I-11). 

TUuES.—Faith and works (Gen. 6 : 13-22). 

WED.—The great surrender (Gen. 12: 1-7). 

THURS.— ‘The suburbs of Sodom (Gen. 13: 
-13). 

FRI.—Isaac, the sacrifice (Gen. 22 : 1-19). 

SAT.-—Jacob, the unforgotten (Gen. 28 : 
10-22). 











God—what is he 2 

Give some great lessons from the life of 
Joseph. 

How may we become like God ? 


N the beginning—God. God first. These 
opening words of the Bible are illustra- 
tive of its unlikeness to all other books, 

They are books which put man first. The 
Bible puts God first, and it keeps him first. 
Otherwise, the opening words would be only 
profanity. But from first to last the Bible is 
the book of God and of God’s government of 
the world. If there are mysteries, as there 
are, the Bible refers them back to the great- 
ness and mystery of God. He knows their 
meaning, and must have some noble purpose 
which he is fulfilling through them. All 
those who believe in the great spiritual prin- 
ciple of the Bible will put God first. All 
authority and power are his, and we can 
trust him to the end. We may not under- 
stand, but as Dr. Babcock said, ‘*‘ We must 
call it Father or fate,’’ and those who have 
learned the first great lesson of Genesis will 
say ‘‘ Father,’’ and wait. 


The original Jaw of life after the creation 
was ‘‘each after its kind.’’ Each tree 
brought forth fruit after its kind, and the 
seed thereof reproduced the tree. And men 
saw at once that in the moral life the same 
law was to hold. The hate of Cain brought 
forth its fruitage after its kind, and from gen- 
eration to generation the heritage of evil 
came down. It was the blessed law of good 





also. Love produced love, and goodness 
yielded goodness. From the outset of hu- 
| man history we see the school of God set up 
and the discipline of God working on men’s 
hearts to teach them to serve and to obey, 
and to chasten their selfishness and disobe- 
| dience with all the tender severity of a 
| Father. **Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.’’ 


‘‘ A wonderful thing is a seed ! 
‘The one thing deathless forever. 
‘The one thing changeless, utterly true, 
Forever old,. and forever. new, 
And fickle and faithless never. 


‘* Plant blessings, and blessings will blow ; 
Plant hate, and hate will grow. 
You can sow to-day ; to-morrow shall 


ring 
The blossom that proves what sort of 


thing 
Is the seed, the seed that you sow."’ 
% 


The patriarchs were great because they 
were the first men to believe in God, and to 





at once. The | 


walk with him in simple personal faith. 
They witnessed by their lives to the rule of 
God over all life. They discerned for them- 
selves, and began to teach men the principle 


of right living,—namely, the law of living to | 


God. Whether the patriarchs were better 
men than their neighbors or not, they had 
found the true basis of life, and sooner or 
later their lives and the lives of their success- 
ors would show the influence of their dis- 
covery. Living by a true law will make the 
life lived a truer life. 
& 


Genesis shows us God at work in his 
world. He is still at work in it. He did 
not create the world and then withdraw from 
it. The same power that created it is needed 
and is available to sustain it.’ God is ever 
creating it. All life is his doing. ‘In the 
seasons, in the laws‘ of. nature, in all good 





without and within the soul, in all true 





is working still as at the beginning. 


ius, in all worth and love and truth, God 


Are we as wise as the patriarchs to discern 
this ? 
Are we working with God or against him? 
% 


The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A. 
january 18 to 24 


MON.—My Father God, I pray that my eves 
may be open to discern the footprints of my 
Loid. Suffer me not to go astray. t me 
not shrink from the difficult hill if it bear the 
blocd-tracks of the Crucified. Help me to 
follow whithersoever he doth lead. ‘Thy will 
be done ! 


‘TUES.—Almighty and most gracious God, 
may the light of the Resurrection shine upon 
my soul to-day | May I rise with my Lord into 
newness of life! Let me leave the dead behind. 
me, and let me share in the glory of my Lord. 

WED.—Almighty God, I lay my purposes at 
thy feet. Let me consecrate not only my work, 
but my ambition. Let my motives be abso- 
lutely pure and Christlike. Let my very wishes 
be sanctified, and let all within me be holiness 
unto the Lord. 


‘THURS.—My Father God, I thank thee for 
the privilege and dignity which are mine in 
Christ. Let the conception of my high calling 
deliver me from all meanness and baseness of 
body, mind, and soul. Let me live and move 





as the King’s child, and let my demeanor re- 
flect my great relationship. 


FRI.—Most gracious God, I pray that thou 
wilt keep me in thy fear. Let not my life be- 
come flippant and fruitless. Let a deep rever- 
ence possess my soul, and let me bear the won- 
derful fruits of grace. 

SaT.—Almighty God, I bless thee that I can 
make thy life my own. ‘Teach me more and 
| more the secret of a gracious intimacy with 
| thee. Let me make further discoveries every 
day in thy grace and power. Lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I. 

SuN.—Eternal God, it is thy will to save 
the world. May it be my will to serve thee in 
the ministry of salvation! May all my powers 
be dedicated to the gracious purpose! May I 
count it the prize and glory of my life to be 
found in the ranks of my Redeemer ! 


$A . 
Adult Class Conferences 


Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia . January 17-20 
Ontario, at Toronto . ; . . january 28, 29 
Kentucky, at Louisville. . . . February 10-12 
Alabama, at Birmingham , . February 14, 15 
| Tennessee, at Nashville . . . February 16, 17 
Missouri, at St. Louis . . . . February 18, 19 
lowa, at Des Moines . . February 25, 26 
Nebraska, at Lincaln .. . . March 2-7 








Interesting Facts 
Food Knowledge on the Farm 
With the Rural Free Delivery of 
mails, the farmer is as closely in touch 
with what is going on in the world as 
his city brother. 


What to eat, in order to get the best 
out of one’s. brain and body, is as im- 


manufacturer, business man or 
fessional worker. 
writes : 

‘*I am a farmer and was troubled 


suffered ‘great agony and could find ro 
permanent relief from medicines. 

‘A friend suggested that I quit using 
so much starchy foods, which are the 
principal cause of intestinal indigestion. 
I began to use Grape-Nuts and have 
continued with most gratifying results. 

‘*Grape-Nuts food has built me up 
wonderfully. I gained six pounds the 
| first four weeks that I used it. My 
general health is better than before, my 
brain is clear, my nerves strong. 

‘*For breakfast and dinner I have 
Grape-Nuts with cream, a slice of crisp 
toast, a soft-boiled egg and a cup of 
Postum. My evening meal is made of 
Grape-Nuts and cream alone. 

‘This diet gives me good rest every 
night, and I am now well again.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 





Creek, Mich. Read **The Road to 
Wellville,” in packages. ‘‘There’s a 
Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 





interest. 





Real Estate 
Ownership Profits 


@ BONDS—Income: 6% guaranteed 10 a 


years. Security: 400% N.Y. 
real-estate. Denominations: 
S100, and up. 


STOCK—Paying FULL PROFITS on 
ANY sum ; on the same pian 
that has created the great 
real-estate fortunes and pro- 
duced millions of income; 
extending the same opportu- 
nity to EVERY INVESTOR ; 
combining unequalled Se- 
curity, Income and Incre- 
ment. 


ets, 6“ S45 5 SS over $3,000,000 
Profits already distrib- 
WEOe Gc cra e 6 over $1,000,000 


New York Realty Owners 
Incorporated (N.Y.) 1696 
489 Fifth Ave., New York City 


Ask for booklet 8 8 












The new Sunday- 





/ 


JOY AND PRAISE 


patrick and J. H. Fillmore. Contains the most beau- 
tiful songs you ever heard. Returnable copy mailed 
for examination. Fillmore Music House, $28 Elm 
St., Cincinnati, O.; also 41-43 Bible House, N.Y. 


school song book 
by William J. Kirk- 





Che Sanday School Tins 


Philadelphia, January 9, 1909 





Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 


75 cts. Five or more copies, eithe: to 








portant for the modern farmer as the’ 
pro- | 
An Illinois farmer | 


with chronic indigestion for two years—, 





are genuine, true, and full. of err 


separate addresses or in a pack- 
| age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


$1.00 


| per year, 


One copy, or any number of 

copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
One copy, five years, $4.00, 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 

75 cent rate, 

THE SuNDAY SCHOOL Tims Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














S 


is the trade- 
mark which is 


on every gen- 
uine bottle of 


Scott’s Emulsion 


sold in nearly all the 
Nothing equals it to’ build 
ng e 0 bui 
up the weak and wasted 
bodies of young and old. 








Send this advertisement, together with 


name of in which it 
address dunt enate. te ator pashan, 
and we will send you a “Complete Handy 


Atlasof the World” «= 2 c 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl St., N. Y. 
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To the Teacher 
Who Wants to Have 
A Margin 


and not just barely enough last-minute information to see 
him through the lesson-teaching, The Sunday School 
Times has a welcome mission. Its special searchlight 
articles on the lessons in the Acts give the thoughtful 
teacher that greatly needed margin of knowledge which 
makes the difference between fairly good teaching and 
TEACHING. In 1909 test these searchlight articles 
in your work. Read the Acts through, query what isn’t 
clear to you, and see how many questions would be 
answered by such articles as these: 








The World of A.D. 30 


By Professor James Stalker, 


United Free Church College, Aberdeen, 
Scotland 


A Physician on Lying 
By Richard C. Cabot, M.D. 


City Life in Bible Times 
By Henry T. Sell, D.D. 


Jerusalem, the Most Famous City in the 
World 

Antioch, the Pleasure Loving Paris of Syria 

Ephesus, the Turbulent Chicago of Asia 

Corinth, the Commercial New York of 
Greece 

Athens, the Cultured Boston of Greece 

Rome, the Mighty London of the Old 
Empire 


Gamaliel: 
A Typical Pharisee ? 

By the Very Rev. John H. Bernard 
Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral, 
Dublin, Ireland 
Breaking Down GentileWalls 
By Professor E. F. Scott, M.A. 


Queen's University, Toronto 


The Foretold Christ 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


Auburn Theological Seminary, 
Auburn, N. Y. 


Paul Jesus’ Interpreter 
By Professor James S. Riggs, D.D. 
+ Auburn Theological Seminary, 
Auburn, N. ¥ 
False Religions of That Day 
By Professor David R. Breed, D.D. 


Western Theological Seminary, 
Allegheny, Pa. 


Samaria as It Was. 
By James A. Montgomery, Ph.D. 
Philadelphia Divinity School 


Persecutions That Brought 
Strength 
By Professor O. E. Brown, D.D. 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 


The Story of Paul’s Life 
By Professor Edward I. Bosworth 


Sorcerers and Ex6rcists 
By Charles F. Aked, D.D. 


Pastor Fifth Avenue. Baptist Church, 
New York City 


Demetrius: 
A Pious Business Man 
By Prof. George Albert Coe, Ph.D. 


Author of 
**The Religion of a Mature Mind.”’ 


Northwestern University, Evanston, II. 


Werethe Roman Officials 
Guilty ? 
By President James A. B. Scherer 


Throop Polytechnic Institute, 
Pusadena, Cal. 


Dean of Oberlin Theological Seminary, 
Oberlin, Ohio 


What Is Faith? 
By Professor Wm. P. Du Bose, S.T.D. 


+ Dean Theological tg uaa University 
of the South 


Roman Rule in Jewish Lands 
By Professor William Milligan Sloane 


Columbia University 
The Prayer That Delivered 
Peter 


By the Rev. John Robertson 


Paul’s Missionary Journeys 
By the Rev. Milton S. Littlefield 


What Kind of Man Was Paul? 


The question will be answered ina series 
of nine character studies by a 
leader of young men, 


Robert E. Speer 


Why the Jews Did Not 
Not Believe 
By Professor James Orr, D.D. 


Glasgow College of United Free Church, 
Scotland 


Jesus and the Jerusalem 
Council 
By Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D. 


Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville Ky. 


What Were 
Paul’s Teachings ? 


By Professor Alexander Souter 
Mansfield College, Oxford, England 





Isn’t there a friend of yours who would be glad to know 
of such a help as this? Let us have his. name and address, 
and we shall be glad to send him a free specimen copy. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Making the Adult Bible Class 





A Deaf-Mute Bible Class 


HERE should be no limit as to who 
should be provided for in Bible study 
—it is the birthright of every person 
on the face of the earth. The deaf and 
dumb sheuld have the best the Sunday- 
school can provide for them in up-to-date 
methods, An instance of what is being done 
for these afflicted ones comes from the circu- 
lation manager of The Atlanta Constitution, 
W. F. Crusselle. He writes: 
**T have long been engaged in Sunday- 
school work. About five years ago I took 
up a class for deaf-mutes that has met with 


4% 


——— >= 


and a force which, rightly directed, ma 
mean much to the church of the future and 
the cause of Christ. 

Canada is experiencing the sweep of this 
new movement to a remarkable degree, 
And especially is this the case in Toronto 
and its surrounding province of Ontario, 
Classes are organizing under the new meth. 
ods by the score, and old classes are coming 
into line with equal frequency. The result 
is already seen in a marked revival of adult 
interest in every department of the Sunday. 
schoo! aitd-ereteh life. 

A striking demonstration of this fact was 
witnessed recently in Toronto when the 





+ 
*, z 
Rights Me faren : * 


The Atlanta Deaf-Mutes’ Bible Class 


great success. It has. encouraged me to try 
to interest others. in this work, Doubtless 
your paper is the best medium to reach the 
consecrated Sunday-school workers who 
would make an effort to organize and con- 
duct classes for the deaf. If you would 
think a moment what it means to be in ab- 
solute silence, impenetrable by any noise, 
and to be placed beyond the reach of all 
sound, whether intelligible or not, you would 
understand the complete isolation of the deaf 


| and dumb in all church work or attendance 


upon religious services of any kind.’’ 


The class meets in St. Mark’s Methodist | 


Church, Atlanta, on Sunday morning. There 
is only one other deaf-mute class in Georgia. 
Since the organization in April, 1902, the 
membership has steadily increased until now 
there are about thirty-five regular attendants, 
Nearly all of the totally deaf in Atlanta are 
members of the class. ‘*‘The method of 
teaching .is entirely manual. Words are 
spelled on the fingers or are shown. by the 
manual signs representing them, the one- 
hand alphabet being. used.’’ This is the 
banner class of the Sunday-school in regu- 
larity of attendance, Pastor Belk often greets 
the class with a message spelled’ out on his 
fingers. A regular feature of the class ses- 
sion is the repeating of the Golden Text on 
the fingers in unison. Mr. Crusselle has 
thrown his whole soul into the work of help- 
ing these unfortunates and has met with suc- 
cess in reaching their understanding through 
his skill in teaching.. W. T. Brown, a deaf- 
mute has photographed the class, and a half- 
tone of his work is given herewith. 


~ 
A Great Class Demonstration 


HE evidences of the growth and expan- 
sion of the Adult Bible Class move- 
ment are increasing on every hand. 


Where scores of men or women were hitherto 
| interested in this form of Christian activity, 


hundreds now take their place, until the 


| total enrolment in this department of the 


Sunday-school must now reach high up in 
the thousarfds. . Not only ‘is this the case, 


| but the numbers are steadily increasing. 


| 


This means the creation of a new force in 
the church, a force of such potential power 
as these modern days have not before seen, 


Adult . Bible. Class. Committee of. that. city 
organized and brought to a most successful 
issue a great thousand-men banquet. In- 
deed, while the plan called for a round 
thousand Bible-class men, so great was the 
interest aroused that twelve hundred were 
finally provided for. 

The occasion is regarded as a unique one 
in a city that is noted for its great religious 
gatherings. Never before in Toronto, or 
indeed in any part of Canada, have twelve 
hundred Bible class men been gathered at 
such a function. As can readily be im- 
agined, the sight of this army of. young 
manhood, seated at seventeen long tables’ in 
a huge roller-skating rink, was an inspiring 
one, They represented the flower of the 
young manhood of Toronto, while sprinkled 
among them were a few of the older men, 
who could not help making comparisons be- 
tween the old days and the new. ‘The gal- 
leries of the rink were also crowded with 
several hundred men as spectators, the total 
effect. being, as has been stated, peculiarly 
impressive and inspiring. 

A delightful feature of the affair was the 
exhibition of class spirit. Several of the 
large men’s classes were seated at tables by 
themselves, the members wearing their class 
badges or pins. 

The serving of such an army of hungry 
men was as much of a problem as the cook- 
ing of the substantial stores of provisions. 
A hundred young ladies from women’s Bible 
classes solved the former problem in a most 
satisfactory way. Clad in white and wearing 
silk sashes, they were not the least attractive 
feature of a most attractive event and pro- 
gram. 

It can easily be imagined that such an 
audience presented unusual opportunities, 
and these the speakers took full advantage 
of. The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnston of Mon- 
treal gave a most uplifting address on ** The 
Call of Service to the Christian Manhood of 
the Present Day,’’ and as the speaker de- 
tailed the avenues of service, and spoke of 
the vision of a world conquered for Christ 
through such service, every man of the twelve 
hundred responded with a note of assent that 
was little less than remarkable. 

; Another evidence of the widening scope 
{of Bible class work was presented in the 
address of ]. Campbell White, who told of the 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 24 


(Acts 3 : 1-26) 





An Effective Power in the Church | 





great laymen’s missionary scheme of the 
evangelization of the world in this genera- 
tion, and of its possibility. Such were the 
great and high themes presented to this ex- 
ceptional audience of men. 

Thrilling as was the gathering as a whole, 
and keen and alive as was the interest, the 
singing stirred the gathering as perhaps noth- 
ing else. When all joined in the climacteric 
chorus of Coronation, or in ‘* Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers,’’ the very air was electrified, 
and interest was at its height. 

This thousand-men banquet, as it is called, 
which was planned with no little trepidation 
and possibly some unfaith, was successful 
beyond any expectation. As to the results, 
it may not be wise or possible to attempt to 
tabulate them, but results there were and 
will continue to be. The entire press of the 
city gave glowing reports of the affair as an 
unusual news feature in the civic life, the 
civic aspect of the occasion being marked by 
the presence of the mayor as chairman, and 
the help of several aldermen as important 
workers. The religious press of both the 
city and country commented favorably upon 
the undertaking, the total result being such 
a widespread advertising of the Adult Bible 
Class movement and of the benefits of intelli- 
gent organizing as to ensure beyond doubt 
astill greater growth in the immediate future. 

As an exemplification, too, of church and 
Christian unity, as well as a realization of the 
influence of such a band of Christian men, 
the demonstration was amply worthy of the 
labor, thought, and cost it involved: That 
it will give a great impetus. to the organized 
Adult Bible Class movement throughout Can- 
ada is also beyond question.—Frank Yeigh, 
Toronto, Ont. 
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Winning the Girls to Christ 


IN the girls into the Sunday-school 
permanently, and nine out of ten are 
won for the Master’s service. Win 


the girls into the Sunday-school by or- | 
| ganizing up-to-date Bible classes, thoroughly 


organized with a full corps of officers and 
committees, 

In the old-style class the teacher was the 
whole force, and when the teacher left the 
class left. In the -well-organized, better 
kind of class, the teacher may come and the 
teacher may go, but the class goes on. Itisa 
large, growing class, because with up-to-date 
methods a class necessarily becomes large, 

Men are being led to Christ by hundreds 
—yea, thousands—through the influence of 
organized Bible classes—why not young 
women also by the same means? Girls are 
better and easier led to Christ than boys, 
consequently the same effort and means will 
accomplish greater results.. The social side 
or work of the class will do much to enlist 
the girls in Sunday-school if well managed 








Then and Now 
Complete Recovery from Coffee Ills 


“About nine years ago my daughter, 
from coffee drinking, was on the verge 
of nervous prostration,” writes a Louis- 
ville lady. ‘‘She was confined for the 
most part to her home. 

‘‘When she attempted a trip down 
town she was often brought. home in a 
cab, and would be prostrated for days 
afterwards. 

‘On the advice of her physician she 
gave up coffee and tea, drank Postum, 
and ate Grape-Nuts for breakfast. 

‘*She liked Postum from the very be- 
ginning, and we soon saw improvement. 
To-day she is in perfect health, the 
mother of five children, all of whom are 
fond of Postum. 

‘*She has recovered, is a member of 
three charity organizations and a club, 
holding an office in each. We give 
Postum and Grape-Nuts the credit for 
her recovery.” 

‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘*The Road to 
Wellville,” in packages. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 
interest. 








by the social committee, giving special invi- 
tations to class socials, trolley outings, pic- 
nics, and the like. Then give them some- 
thing to do, 

Divide the class into bands of eight or ten, 
with a captain over each band, and a section 
or portion of territory to work, look after the 
irregular members, secure new ones, and 
report weekly. Girls tell each other their 
joys and their sorrows more freely than boys, 
A strong class spirit will develop in the large 
class. They love one another, and the 
Christian tells her classmate of the joy and 
happiness that comes to the active worker 
for the Master. This, coupled with the good 
teacher’s invitation during every lesson by 
working in a text of Scripture such as Psalm 
37:4: ‘Delight thyself also in Jehovah; 
and he will give thee the desires of thy heart,’’ 
always represents to the girls the delightful, 
joyful life of the active Christian, and a per- 
sonal talk with the unconverted member, or 
a letter to each, will have the desired effect, 
thus showing the teacher’s. interest in the 
welfare of the soul, It is the eye to eye and 
heart to heart intercourse that tells for Christ 
with a soul.—-M/, L. Zahniser, Pittsburg, Pa, 


% 
Getting Before the Public 


HEY were but few in number, but had 
determined that such should not long 
be the case. A few weeks before they 

had been so discouraged that they were al- 
most on the verge of a total collapse; this 


| was averted, however, by the addition of a 


new member to their class. This Mrs. New- 
come had belonged to an organized Bible 
class ‘‘ back east,’’? and one Sunday timidly 
suggested that some such a plan might be of 
benefit to the class there at Flagville. 

‘* But we know so little about things of 
that kind,’’ suggested the little teacher, 
‘* that I fear it would be useless to attempt it.’’ 

**How would we get the other ladies to 
know about it,’? inquired Mrs, Lee; ‘* we 
are such busy women we couldn’t see each 
one and tell, them about it.’’ 
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‘*T wonder if it would be possible !’’ said 


the minister’s wife, as though speaking her | 


thoughts aloud. 


‘* If what would be possible ?’’ asked Mrs. 


Newcome. 

‘*If it would be possible for our class to 
take the Sunday evening service in two weeks, 
I happen to know that the preacher is very 
anxious to be away at that time, and would 
be glad to have the pulpit supplied.”’ 

‘*Of course we can do it!’’ exclaimed 
Mrs. Newcome enthusiastically. ‘* We will go 
to work at once on an interesting, appropriate 
program; we can invite everybody through 
the weekly papers, as we have neither time 
nor money to do it otherwise, and while we 
have them all before us we can tell them 
about these organized classes and ask for 
members.’’ 

‘*We’ll have the men help us, and let 
them glean some of the harvest also.’’ 

‘** This will bring the Sunday-school work 
in closer touch with the church, and espe- 
cially with the world.’’ 

Plans were agreed upon, and preparations 
were begun forthwith. 

The front part of the middle of the church 
was reserved for men and women “of eligi- 
ble age’? whom they hoped to secure as 
class members, 

The members of the class acted as a re- 
ception committee, welcoming all as they 
came, then handed them over to the regular 
ushers, who showed them their places. 

All the services were in harmony with the 
Bible class movement, 

Mrs. Newcome’s talk gave the women 
and men a very plain outline of their privi- 
leges and possibilities, and revealed to them 
some things of which they were but dimly 
conscious. 

The results of this meeting were most 
gratifying. Many new members were added 
to both Bible classes ; some lapsed members 
asked to have their names restored to the 
class rolls. There was a more appreciative 


} 
| 





knowledge on the part of all present as to! 


what a Bible class ought to stand for, and 
the time was set when both of the adult 
Bible classes should meet—not together—for 


permanent organization.—Z//a Bartlett Sim- | 


mons, Rocky Ford, Col. 














Training the Teacher 
Is Winning Its Way 


When we first told the story of how the book ‘‘ Training the Teacher’’ 
had been made, our friends throughout the country said, ‘‘It must be a good 


book. Just look at the names,’’— 


A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 
Antoinette Abernethy Lamoreaux, B. L. 
M. G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D. 


Marion Lawrance 


Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D. 


Charles A. Oliver 


Of the first five or ten thousand copies sold, many were undoubtedly 
bought because of the conviction that the Sunday-school experts named 


couldn t help producing a good book. 


This was good as far as it went, but we realized that the book had to 
stand the severe test of examination and use. 

It has stood this test, and the tide of enthusiastic endorsement is rising. 
We can’t begin to tell you in this space all the good things that have been 
said to us about the book, but we can tell you some of them—and here they 
are. In later issues we will continue the story. 


«« Best Book Issued ”’ 


In my judgment it is the best book 
issued so far, and should be well used. 
The Alberta Sunday-school Association 
has adopted it as the text-book for the First 
Standard Course.—Stuart Muirhead, 
Provincial Secretary Northwestern Pro- 
vinces, Okotoks, Alberta, Can, 


*«*A New Standard ”’ 

It seems to me to create a new standard 
in Sunday-school education. It is simple, 
clear, concise and satisfactory.—Frank 
K.. Sanders, President Washburn Col- 
lege, Topeka, Kan. 


*‘ Delighted ”’ 

A copy of your new book, ‘ Training 
the Teacher,’’ has come to my desk. I 
am delighted with it. I am familiar with 
the leading teacher-training books, and 
do not hesitate to say that yours is one of 
the very best. The more I study it the 
more pleased I am with it.—Charles F. 
King, Superintendent Teacher-training 
Maine State Sunday-school Association, 


‘‘ Highest Point Yet Reached ”’ 

This book marks the highest point yet 
reached in the literature of the teacher- 
training movement in Sunday-schools. 
It is a perfect mine of information, and 
also a source of inspiration to all workers 
in the Sunday-school.—L. McCartney, 
Superintendent of City Schools, Hender- 
son, Ky. 





** Most Systematic ”’ 

After an examination of several courses 
on teacher-training, have easily decided 
upon ‘*‘ Training the Teacher”’ for our use. 
It is the most systematic and scientific 
arrangement of materials on the subject 
that has yet app:ared.— W.. L. Ruther- 
ford, Dixon, il. 


‘*Most Satisfying ’’ 

Tt is the most complete, masterly and 
satisfying book upon this subject I have 
yet seen.—W. C. Merritt, Secretary for 
Northwest, International Sunday School 
Association, 

«* Most Satisfactory ” 

The book is by far the most satisfactory 
I have seen for a text-book for our First 
Standard Course.—A. J. Ladd, Stade 
Teacher-traiming Superintendent, North 
Dakata Sunday-schooi Association, 


If you haven't had the book, you ought to get it at once. 





‘*Greatly Pleased ”’ 

I wish to express myself as greatly 
pleased with it, and shall ultimately make 
use of it in my teacher-training class.— 
Edgar T. Honey, Secretary Y. M. C. A., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 





The Book Selected 

I like it better than any other book 
covering the same subjects that has come 
to my study table, and few books I have 
given more careful examination. Insome 
half-dozen meetings just held, when the 
books of a number of courses were shown. 
to the, .classes desirous of. beginning 
the work, in every case ‘‘ Training the 
Teacher’’ was the book chosen as the 
text-book.—S. M, Johnson, State Su- 
perintendent Teacher-training, New York 
Sunday-school Association, 





‘¢ The Best ”’ 

I do not hesitate to say that it is the 
best I have seen,—T. B. Eldridge, 
Raleigh, N.C. 

‘¢ Standard ”’ 

While there are several other excellent 
teacher-training courses published, this 
is likely to become the standard, It is 
original in its plan, and offers variety 
through the collaborated authorship.— 
Vermont Sunday-school Herald, Sur- 
lington, Vt, 

** Up-to-Date ”’ 

The 274 pages are packed with most 
useful information and discussion, For 
an up-to-date discussion of the teacher- 
training problem, this book is one of the 
best.—Canadian Baptist, Zoronto, On-. 
tario, Canada, , 


‘One of the Clearest”’ 

The book is one of» the. clearest and 
best that has passed through our hands 
as a text-book for teacher-training classes, 
and is worthy of special examination by 
those. who are conducting or pursuing 
such work.—Southwestern Presbyterian, 
New Orleans, La. 


‘*Must Have It” 

The thoughtful Sunday-school teacher 
must have this. hook in order to have the 
most perfect equipment.—Central Baptist, 
St. Louts, Mo. 


270 pages. 


Cloth bound, 50 cents ; strong paper cover, 35 cents ; both postage prepaid. 
Special editions have been made for the United Brethren Sunday School 
Board, Dayton, Ohio ; The Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church, 
Philadelphia ; the Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, Lllinois, 
Before you start that teacher-training class, send for this book. 
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Two Millions of Starving Men, Women and Children Appeal to America for Help! 


HE greatest catas- 
trophe the world 
has ever experienced 
has befallen Southern 
Italy. Nearly two 
hundred thousand 
souls were ushered in- 
to eternity without a 
moment’s warning, 
and nearly two mil- 
lions were bereft, in 
the twinkling of an 
eye, of their every 
earthly possession. 
According to the 
latest dispatches, no 
words in human lan- 
guage can picture the 
appalling tragedies 
and suffering of these stricken people. Sricgination 
revolts at the unspeakable horrors of the catastro- 
phe, and the plight of the refugees is indescribable. 


A Sicilian Madonna 


—Sive_ us Bread, or We Perish!” 

As this’ goes to press, thousands are starving, 
thousands dying of exposure and from fatal inju- 
ries, survivors wander about the streets half-clad 
and half-demented, families are sepa- 
rated, mothers are pitifully seeking 
lost children—on every hand One sees 
suffering, starvation, and horrors un- 
utterable. Finally, the shadow of im- 
pending famine and pestilence hangs 
over the land. There is no such thing 
as exaggerating the suffering or need 
of these people. 

Their pitiful ery for help—“help 
quickly, or we ’perish!”—must..appeal 
toe every, Chilatian heart. THE CuHRIs-.-—-} 

TIAN ERALD has already cabled 
$20,000, but muchmore is _ needed, 
and I appeal to every reader of The 
Sunday School Times to do his or her 
share toward relieving the fearful dis- 
asters that followed an inscrutable 
dispensation of Providence. 


Everybody Should Help 


The need is so great, the opportu- 
nity so large, that everybody can and 
should do. something. One-half lira 
(ten cents) a day will keep alive some 
human life; it may be that of a child, 
or it may be that of an adult. But 
some life will be sustained. In a few 
months the heavy cloud will be dis- 
pelled, and these self-same people, now 
dazed and apparently hopeless, will be 
able to reassert themselves and again 
take their places among the self-sup- 
porting and self-respecting members 
of the world’s large family. Will you 
be one to help them while they them- 
selves are helpless? 


Bereft of Everything 
Heartrending stories of frightful 
privations and suffering come from 
every quarter of the stricken district. 

“A young girl arrived here to-day from Reggio 
after walking a distance of eighteen miles, prac- 
tically without clothing, weeping the whole way 
and imploring ‘a garment with which to cover herself. Finally, 
on the outskirts of Catanzaro, a monk stripped off his habit and 
gave it to the unfortunate. 

“Another young woman of Reggio was a prisoner for forty-eight 
hours.on the fifth floor of her home. She cried aloud for help- 
which none dared give her because of the unsafe condition of the 
walls. Finally a fireman braved the danger and brought the girl 
down, but she was found to have gone raving mad. Her mother 
and her father, two brothers and a sister were lying dead in a 
room beside her. 


An old woman who had been buried in the ruinsof a fallen 
house at Bagnara cried aloud from pain. Some soldiers tried to 
save her, but she warned them off, saying they would only be 
killed themselves. She begged them not to risk their lives and 
insisted that she would not let them move her. 
after, blessing those who wanted to help her. 


1,500 Die By the Roadside 


“A band of half-clad refugees arrived at Palmi, in a torrent of 
rain. Two thousand had set out in the beginning, but only 500 ragged 
and emaciated wanderers reached their destination. Many of the 
others had perished on the terrible journey.” 

Under some «kage enclosed in a kind of little cubbyhole and 
protected by twétheavy beams I discovered two little babies safe 
and uninjured. They were as comfortable as possible, and laugh- 
ing and playing with the buttons on their clothes. We could find 
no trace of their parents, who undoubtedly lost their lives. It 
made a terrible impression to see the bereaved children. Many of 


She died shortly 


the little ones live whijle their parents are dead, while we saw 


many mothers with dead babies in their arms. 


Never .-yet has the generous American heart 
turned a deaf. ear to the pitiful cry of destitute, 


desolate and suffering humanity, and the smit- 
ten people of Messina and Calabria look to us now 
with a confiding faith that we will not be unmoved 
in the face of. their utter desolation and pitiful need. 


“Send us help—we are dying!”—this is the cry that 


has gone forth into all the world.. Who can refuse 
to give? Italy needs our sympathy; Italy needs our 
money; Italy needs the practical help of every 
Christian man and woman in this country To-Day! 


given will he pay him 
again.’’ Then let us 
one and all make 
an investment now, at 
the commencement of 
the new year, and lend 
unto the Lord all we 


, can possibly spare, and 


surely before the 
year has come to an 
end he will repay with 
usury all that we have 
lent him. 


Let every town and vil- 
lage be represented in 
this glorious life-saving 
work. Let every church, 
Sunday School, every 
class meeting, every 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society do its share, 
and do it liberally to rescue this unfortunate people. 
Remember, their distress is not- of their own mak- 
ing; they are not at fault. We would be no better 
off were a like misfortune to overtake us. This is an 
exceptional opportunity to do good in the Master’s 
name. We are his almoners. He gave up all for 
us, and now through these starving people he 

claims a share of what he has en- 


Two Wee Italian Maids 





Copyright 1906 by Underwood & Underwood 


A Crowd in Reggio—all of whom very likely have just Perished 


We therefore plead earnestly with you to help us 
to help them. They are in fearful straits. They do 
not speak English, hence they cannot plead under- 
standingly with us for themselves. But we can and 
will plead for them, and we know that we shall not 
plead in vain. 

The Good Book says, “He that hath pity upon the 
poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he hath 


trusted to our care. Are we unjust 
stewards? God forbid! 


Help—and Help Quickly! 


Let us put flesh on their spare 
bones, blood in their impoverished 
veins, vitality in their enfeebled bodies 
and joy and hope in their desolate 
hearts. This is your mission and my 
mission, dear brothers and sisters, and 
may God grant that with alacrity— 
indeed, joyfully—we avail ourselves of 
this great opportunity to do good in 
our blessed Redeemer’s name. 





Men and women, children, Christians! 
Do you hear that starving cry ? 

God's command says “Help the needy,” 
Can you let his children die? 

Will you stretch no hand io help them, 
From your share of daily bread ? 

There’s a cry from stricken Italy, 
God’s poor children must be fed. 


keke we & 
HOW TO HELP 


You can help by sending on your 
individual contribution, but besides 
that, get others to give. Start out to- 
day among your friends and neighbors, 
and see what you can raise. Remem- 
ber that human life is at stake, and 
work with all your might and main. 
Surely it is worth the effort. 


Spare what time you can for this 
God-given work. You can speak; you 
can plead; you can pray; you can give. 
May all. who read this appeal enlist in 
this mission of humanity, and may 
God graciously prosper the work of 
their hearts and hands. 


keeek & 


Every contribution, however small, will 
be acknowledged in the columns of THE CHRISTIAN 
HERALD, and later on by Him who shall say, ‘‘Come, 
ye blessed of my Father; for I was a hungered, and 
ye gave me bread; I was naked, and ye clothed me. 
Inasmuch as. ye did it unto the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it unto me.” 

Remember that help, to be effectual, must be 
immediate. What will you do to-day? 





cia a) 





May God help poor Italy, 
and bless every giver, 
and Multiply the gifts I 


Address: ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 160-170 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK 





